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ITTO Sarawak Mission Leader (Privately) 
Slams Massive Increase in Sarawak 

Logging 

Lord Cranbrook, Head of the ITTO's 1989 Mission to Sarawak criticised the increase in 

logging rates in Sarawak in a strongly worded letter to the Executive Director of the 
International Tropical Timber Organisation. The ITTO mission had recommended that 
logging be reduced by 30%. The response has been a massive increase. According to 
Cranbrook, this "jeopardises the reputation" of the ITTO and members of the ITTO 

Sarawak Mission 



Cranbrook's letter: 

Dato Dr. B.C.Y Freazaliah 
ITTO, Sangyo Boeki Center Bdg 
Yokohama 231 

Dear Dato, 

This morning I received the fol- 
lowing fax from Bruno Manser 
(page following, copied here- 
with). Perhaps you also received 
his message. If correct, both the 
news that Sarawak has in- 
creased log output to 18,000,000 
t/year and the quoted remarks 
of the Minister, appear to me to 
show total disregard (if not dis- 
respect ) for the work of the 
ITTO Mission. This, in turn, in 
my view, jeopardises the reputa- 
tion of your organisation and of 
individual Mission members. 

I do not suggest that we should 
comment directly. The Mission 
has been disbanded and neither 
you nor I could claim to speak 
for it. But I am becoming con- 
vinced that, despite the lapse of 
time, we should seek to publish 
the Mission report (without any 
attempt to alter edit or even 
shorten it), so that it's content - 
the product of much hard work 
on our part - shall be known to 
a wider public. 

I expect to be leaving for 
Malaysia on Saturday May 
11th, and to be in Kuching 14th 
and 15th. Would you care to fax 
me your views c/o Forest Dept, 
Kch. 

All the best , Cranbrook. 



The fax from Bruno 
Manser that 
prompted 
Cranbrook's letter: 

NEWS 

Despite the study of ITTO 
(1989) , which stated the need of 
a reduction of the annual cut of 
13 million m3 timber per year 
down to 9.2 million m3 in order 
to achieve sustainability , the ex- 
ports in 1990 even jumped up to 
18 million m3 !! 

Primary industries minister Dr. 
Kang Yaik comments (Sarawak 
Tribune , 17.3.91 ) 

"Exploitation of the forests is 
carried out very properly on a 
sustainable yield basis. There- 
fore, there is no need to put any 
curb or stoppage as a result of 
over-logging or over-exploita 
tion. The phenomenal increase 
in timber production which 
amounted to 18 million m3 last 
year, is due to the state's inten- 
tion to diversify it's economy. 
This is through the setting up of 
estate plantations " 

Meanwhile hunger and living- 
conditions of the indigenous 
peoples are getting worse. By 
handing petitions to authorities 
and peaceful blockades resulting 
in arrests natives continue resis- 
tance. 

Having the destruction of the 
oldest rainforest on earth and 
the violation of human rights in 



mind, every country with a 
straight government can only 
have one reply ; 

Immediate moratorium on all 
timber imports from Malaysia if 
not a ban, and other economic 
pressures, if possibly attempts 
fail. 

No good work without sacrifice. 
The highest sacrifice anyway pay 
the suffering natives as our vic- 
tims, as we are trading then- 
trees. In the hope, your country 
will play a leading role. 

Sincerely yours 

Bruno Manser 

Cranbrook's letter was leaked at 
the recent ITTO Meeting in 
Ecuador. RIC representative Dee 
Tipping who attended the meet- 
ing spoke with a journalist who 
had telephoned Cranbrook to ask 
for his comments. Cranbrook's 
response indicated that he would 
not publicly stand by his letter. 




3 



ECO-FORESTRY IN ECUADOR: 
Funds Needed Urgently 

Dee Tipping represented RIC at the 10th Session of the ITTO in Quito, Ecuador this 
June.She used the opportunity to meet up with the our Rainforest Information Centre 
team in Ecuador headed by Doug Ferguson and inspect the El Pan's Sustainable Logging 

Project 

Community Saved 
from Timber Co. 
Ripoff 



With minimal funding and in- 
credible personal dedication 
RIC Ecuador are coordinating 
an impressive list of 'Hands On' 
conservation projects in Ec- 
uador. Doug and his partner 
Martha spend long stretches of 
time working with the Rain- 
forest communities. One of 
these is the El Pan community 
in Northern Ecuador who were 
saved from selling their timber 
resource for a pittance by RICs 
intervention and hard work sort- 
ing out alternative income for 
the community. Without RICs 
help El Pan would have joined 
the long list of communities 
having to sell out and lose the 
rights to their forest to provide 
much needed income. 

El Pan was offered $5000 for the 
timber rights to their 5000 ha 
reserve. Had they agreed, they 
would have witnessed the 
destruction of their pristine 
forest home, and pocketed a 
mere 15-35 cents per tree. RIC 



was able to conduct a thorough 
forest inventory of the area 
before the deal was cut, and 
determined that twenty trees 
could be extracted per year on a 
sustainable basis. Working in 
conjunction with the Ecological 
Trading Company United 
Kingdom (ETC), RIC was able 
to facilitate a more equitable ar- 
rangement. ETC offered $10,000 
for twenty trees on an annual 
basis, a figure that represents 
80% of retail value, and will 
provide the people of El Pan 
twice the income per year that 
the timber companies were offer- 
ing for a one time clearcut. 

Ecoforestry: A 
Model for the Future 

I was part of a small group of in- 
ternational NGO's repre- 
sentatives who witnessed first 
hand this Sustainable Logging 
Project, one of the few examples 
in the world of small, minimal 
impact rainforest logging opera- 
tions set up with the full 
cooperation of the local in- 
digenous community. Many 
more of these Eco-forestry 



projects are needed in Third 
World countries to stem the mas- 
sive deforestation and the in- 
creased impoverishment of 
forest dwellers. The ETC have 
supplied this trial project with a 
Trekasaw, a small portable saw- 
mill, to allow El Pan to mill the 
timber on site into export 
quality timber. Chris Cox and 
Paul Elsey have spent much 
time working with the El Pan 
people teaching them how to 
use the saw. 

After 2 years this Sustainable 
Timber Project is well on the 
way to making its first delivery 
of sustainably produced timber. 
However there is just one small 
hitch... MONEY.. $ US 5,500.00 
is urgently needed to finalise the 
extraction stage and get this tim- 
ber to the dock for export to the 
United Kingdom. 

A Message from 
Doug Ferguson 

Doug Ferguson has outlined an 
URGENT plea for money to 
finance the final stage of this 
very important project. I would 
like to quote directly from Doug: 
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.. With the loss of over 50% of 
Ecuador's forests ( the most 
diverse on earth ) in thirty 
years, there has begun a search 
for alternatives to current land 
use practices. The overriding 
concern is for the Ecuadorian 
Amazon. The RIC has been 
involved for 5 years in studying 
and developing alternative 
agriculture processes, but we 
always knew that to make 
changes in agriculture takes 
many years. In the short time 
that we have left, new 
agricultural processes will play 
a small part in forest 
protection. 

Restructuring 
Forestry: The Key to 
Saving the forests 

' In Ecuador, apart from the 
delineation of pristine areas, 
the nexus of the matter is 
restructuring forestry. This has 
at last been accepted by 
functionaries in the Ministry of 
Agriculture. The sad truth is, 
that other than laurel 
plantations in colonised forest 
regions, the sustainable timber 
process we are pioneering in El 
Pan is the only alternative 
developed in Ecuador. For this 
we can thank Chris Cox, Paul 
Elsey and the mechanisms that 
the Ecological Trading 
Company wish to apply. 
e These Sustainable Timber 
Processes were developed in 
theory after a thorough analysis 
of the timber industry in 
Britain. Now of course, the 
search is on in tropical 
countries. I, for one, honour the 
endeavours of these men, and 
thank them for allowing me to 
contribute my own knowledge. 

**Due to the work of RIC in both 
the North and South of 
Ecuador I have a unique under- 
standing as to where and how 
these sustainable mechanisms 
can be applied. There is interest 
in the El Pan project at many 
levels and long term hope of 
restructuring the national tim- 



ber processes may be hanging 
by such slender threads. 

'At ground level in El Pan the 
situation is not that of a totally 
functioning project The neces- 
sary funding to complete the 
first and vital harvest simply is 
not available. 

"...these sources are 
exhausted without 
completing the vital first 



f To date my own personal inver- 
sion and that of my institute has 
been considerable as has that of 
the (ETC) Ecological Trading 
Company, but these sources are 
exhausted and we are half way 
through the first harvest 
without the wherewithal to com- 
plete this vital step! My belief 
is, that if we can do this success- 
fully, the project will truly be in 
action in all of its' phases....' 

How Your Donation 
Will Be Used 

Following is a list of what is 
needed to complete the harvest 
of 60 cubic metres of timber to 
finalise annual extraction phase 
determined by the Management 
Plan for El Pan: 

1/ Food, Petrol and salary for 
the community of El Pan for two 
months $ US 2,580.00 



2/ Mobilisation / RIC $ 600,00 

3 Transport 70 cubic metres to 
San Lorenzo (Port) $ 240.00 

4 Pay of the 'Guide' to the 
forestry division - San Lorenzo 

5 175.00 

5/ Maritime transport of timber 
San Lorenzo - Esmeraldas 
Stevedors and internal transport 
in the city of Esmeraldas $ 
1,905.00 Total $ US 5,500.00 

The International Tropical Tim- 
ber Industry is in urgent need of 
restructuring to help put the 
brakes on rampant deforestation 
and logging companies ripping 
off poor communities. The El 
Pan Project is a major step in 
developing the rights of In- 
digenous people to earn money 
with dignity, to help set the 
ground rules for minimal impact 
Rainforest logging and sub- 
sequently international trade in 
sustainably produced tropical 
timber. 

In order to make your donation 
please specify the Rainforest In- 
formation Centre 'El Pan 5 
Project Ecuador, see back page 
for details. For further informa- 
tion on this project please write 
or fax to Dee Tipping RIC Lis- 
more. 



A Video on RIC in Ecuador: 



t Rainforest Information Centre: Working A t Gttmnd Level 

I Moving footage more than makes up for rudimeniary editing. Doug 
| Ferguson & others in Ecuador since 1985 demarcating the Awa's 
I boundaries with a buffer zone of food & limber species, RIC has 
| ; :taicm : - Oil '.-many projects, woritbg for the Huom, creating a Bio- 
1 sphere Reserve & much more. Meet Doug Ferguson, Chric Gox of 
! the Ecological Trading Company & indigenous representatives. 
| Doug cominujHcatSvS the excitement <fe hope of this work. Timber 
| companies cut vast tracts paying the owners a pittance while the 
I ETC pays fairly while minimising damage, eg,, the El Pan conv 
| munity (See article this time on Ecafonestry in Ecuador). This gives 
I us the possibility of sustainable ecological process with an economic 
! basis, working with portable sawmills - no roads, no clearfcU. The 
I working structure includes the indigenous peoples, their federations, 
I the federations of the eampesioos who, with the loggers are the main 
f threat to the forests, local communities & govt ageacies. This the co- 
| operation is a victory of consciousness. At present, available on 
f NTSC cannot play on Australian or European sets. $25 front Ram- 
forest Information Centre DeVargas Center G-504 Santa Fe MM ^7501 
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Chaelundi: a Unique Cultural Experience. 



Three months after the NSW 
Forestry Commission signalled 
its intention to log areas of 
Chaelundi State Forest near 
Grafton, northern NSW, ac- 
tivists are still waiting for the 
Commission to make a move. 
The wait has increased the 
resolve of blockaders battling to 
save one of NSW's few remain- 
ing stands of old growth forest. 

Three months ago the Forestry 
Commission declared that local 
mills would close unless logging 
commenced immediately. A 
small group of blockaders 
moved in early in April and 
within a few days seven 9 foot 
concrete drainage pipes had 
been sunk vertically 3 feet down 
into the hard surface of Broad- 
meadows Road, forming the 
first barricade and the "Chaelun- 
di People's Wilderness Park 
was declared. 



"...concrete drainage pipes, 
sunk vertically into the 
hard road surface" 

Far from getting bored and 
going home the blockaders 
made good use of the breathing 
space. The 7000 ha stand of old 
growth became affectionately 
known as the "Chaelundi Free 
State" and the blockade grew. In 
time all access to the disputed 
logging compartments have be- 
come sealed by over six block- 
ades, consisting of more than 42 
concrete pipes. "Chaelundi Vil- 
lage," the base camp, has around 
thirty activists working in shifts. 
Two other watch camps are con- 
nected by two way radio. 

The main camp is a solar 
powered teepee village with a 
unique double teepee, compost- 
ing toilets, water storage and a 
reafforestation project. As well 
as providing a 24hr monitoring 
service of forestry activity, the 
blockade has become a unique 




cultural event and well worth a 
visit. So are the trees and com- 
plex understorey that comprise 
this priceless remnant of the 
forest that once stretched the 
whole length of the Great Divid- 
ing Range. 

"Far from getting bored and 
going home, the blockaders 
made good use of their 
breathing space." 

A spotlighting walk at night 
reveals scores of aboreal mam- 
mals such as the greater glider 
which is found in greater density 
in Chaelundi than anywhere else 
in Australia. 

The Chaelundi old growth forest 
is far from saved. Its fate de 
pends on the actions of minority 
government in N.S.W. 

"The Chaelundi Old growth 
forest is far from saved'. 

It can be saved but only with 
determination. The blockade 
needs more support, financially 
and numerically, and a political 
solution depends on increased 
public awareness and pressure 
on politicians directly and 
through the media. The Govern- 
ment must be made to see that 
it cannot survive if it ignores 
public concerns over our disap- 
pearing old growth forests. 

Regards, Ned 
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Timber Importing: The 
Dirty Business 

The Rainforest Information 
Centre has discovered a 
courtcase in which an Australian 
company and its director were 
charged with 178 offences rang- 
ing from duty evasion and 
forgery to defrauding the Com- 
monwealth. 

The director testified in court 
that bribery was a normal prac 
tice in South East Asia. He said 
he was forced to pay bribes to 
ensure a steady supply of cheap 
plywood. 

"We believe this court case is 
the first of its kind in Austra lia" 
said Coordinator Gaby Luft "It 
shows that the importers of 
natural resources are directly 
supporting the ongoing corrup- 
tion and mismanagement in 
South East Asia and that the 
Australian government appears 
to be completely uncritical of 
the conduct of Australian Com- 
panies abroad. " 

The Rainforest Information 
Centre would like to hear from 
anyone in other western 
countries who have similar cases 
to report. 

North Washpool: The 
Aftermath 

Eight years of illegal logging 
have had a devastating impact 
on the rainforests of North 
Washpool in northern New 
South Wales. 

Once majestic and diverse 
stands have been clearfelled and 
reduced to short-lived pioneers, 
the inadequately constructed 
Desert Spur Road has collapsed 
into Desert Creek, tracks are 
turning into ravines, gullies have 
been scoured, streams choked 
by silt, soils compacted, topsoil 
stripped, wildlife devastated and 
weeds provided with avenues for 
colonisation. 

The worst atrocities are a result 
of the Forestry Commission ig- 
noring, and failing to enforce, 




their own 1980 Environmental 
Impact Statement, Management 
Plan, logging prescriptions and 
policies. They allowed the log- 
ging contractors to breach every 
rule in the book. 

A prescription to retain 50% 
canopy cover when logging sub- 
tropical rainforest was ignored 
and many areas virtually clear- 
felled. 

In contravention of the Commis- 
sion's Standard Erosion Mitiga- 
tion Conditions, filter strips 
along creeks have been clear- 
felled, logging tracks left without 
crossdrains and logging dumps 
left unrehabilitated. 

The Commission's failure to un- 
dertake a promised survey for 
Aboriginal sites resulted in at 
least one very significant site 
being bulldozed. 

The Commission failed to 
prepare the required harvesting 
plans before logging and made 
no attempt to protect the 
promised 20 metre strips of rain- 
forest along logging roads. 

Legal action by the North East 
Forest Alliance (N.E.F.A.) estab- 
lished that the E.I.S. done in 
1980 was inadequate and that 
the rainforest operations have 
been illegal. 

The Commission has conse- 
quently been forced to prepare 
an E.I.S. before continuing road- 
ing or logging and to establish a 
scientific committee with 
N.E.F.A. to assess and make 
recommendations on the 



regeneration and soil rehabilita- 
tion measures. 

If implemented, the Commit- 
tee's recommendations will help 
control some of the worst 
erosion and put regeneration on 
the right path, but cannot undo 
the massive damage that has al- 
ready occurred or to overcome 
the millenia required for the 
rainforest to return to something 
like its original state. 

Abuses of the Forestry Commis- 
sion's logging constraints are a 
regular occurrence throughout 
N.S.W.'s forests. 

To enforce the existing controls, 
inadequate as they may be, the 
loggers and Forestry Commis- 
sion staff responsible for the 
atrocities perpetrated on North 
Washpool must be brought to 
justice and made examples of. 

Dailan Pugh N.E.F.A. 



What You Can Do 



Do Please write to the N.S.W. 
Premier, Nick Greiner, Parlia- 
ment House, Macquarie Street, 
Sydney and request that those 
guilty of abusing the Forestry 
Commission's logging conditions 
in North Washpool be brought 
to justice. 
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Tropical Timber Imports: 
The Federal Government 
Keeps on Stalling 

Despite frequent assurances that 
a decision was imminent on the 
future of the importation of 
tropical timber into Australia, 
the Federal Government is yet 
to deal with the issue. The 
Government has been procras- 
tinating for over 2 years on this 
issue. Write to Bob Hawke, 
Prime Minister, Parliament 
House, Canberra, ACT 2600. 
Urge him to end the delay and 
impose immediate trade restric- 
tions on non-sustainably 
produced tropical timber enter- 
ing Australia. 

Fraser Island Verdict: 
World Heritage, an End 
to Logging 

On May 22nd the long-awaited 
Fitzgerald Report into the fu- 
ture of Fraser Island and The 
Great Sandy Region was tabled 
in the Queensland Parliament, 
after 14 months, 544 submissions 
and $2 million. The Goss 
Government must now assess 
and act upon the 76 recommen- 
dations made in the report in- 
cluding: nomination of the 
whole Great Sandy Region for 
World Heritage Listing; phasing 
out of logging within a 6 months 
(with an optional 5 year exten- 
sion on Blackbutt logging for 
areas previously clearfelled and 
regenerated exclusively as Black- 
butt); and the restriction on the 
annual number of visitors to the 
island. If logging is to be phased 
out, the Qld Government must 
also address the problem of the 
100 jobs directly and 120 in- 
directly affected. The Report 
vindicates environmental groups' 
decade-long campaign to 
preserve the island. The Qld 
Government must be en- 
couraged to act on the recom- 
mendations, and on the accord 
between Qld environment 
groups and the Badtjala people 
who are seeking freehold title to 



all crown land on Fraser Island 
for the aboriginal people, with 
the view to leasing back land as 
National Park or World 
Heritage area. The timber in- 
dustry is lobbying the Gov't to 
water down the recommenda- 
tions made in the Report. 



I 



(What You Can Do 



J 



Write to the Wayne Goss, 
Premier. Parliament House, Bris- 
bane 4000, Australia. Impress 
upon him the importance of im- 
plementing the recommenda- 
tions and not surrendering to 
timber industry pressure to com- 
promise. 




Sponsor a WRR 
Subscription to a 
Third World 
Environment Group. 

The Rainforest Information 
Centre sends the World 
Rainforest Report to many 
environment groups in the 
Third World free of charge. 
These groups are unable to 
afford the cost of subscrib- 
ing to WRR, but are de- 
pendent on the magazine as 
their only source of accurate 
information on what is hap- 
pening to rainforests. We 
are offering you the chance 
to help us continue this ser- 
vice by sending a $25 che- 
que in Aust. currency to 
RIC, Box 368 Lismore 2480 



A Video from Mel bourne Rainforest Action Group: 

TIME TO ACT Nvtt-yiotent Struggle for the Rainforests 
An mspiriag. video from Melbourne RAG y a rmisl for any Rain- 
forest Action Group, ideal for a f«ndrai$mg with lot* of greal 
footage and music: ship and forest actions and the philosophy 
of Melbourne RAG which led to being arguably the most effec- 
tive RAG in the world. • 
Opens with scenes from Sarawak followed by MR AG and Syd- 
ney RAG's timber ship actions - people on surf boards and tittle 
boats obstructing the docking of the ships bringing reforest 
ttrnters ; a huge inflated Earth bung run down by a Umherahip; 
gripping moments as kayaks are crushed between the ships and 
the wharf; street marches, inter views with unionists - waterside 
workers and building workers -{You begin to understand how 
Victoria became the first state b the w($<l^ tap- 
•:.b$t$ were banned from ail building sites). ' 

The video also looks ac the internal organisation of the group* 
no hekarchy, concensus decision making, grass roots initiative 
and action, how conflict k conceptualised^ eneonraging op- 
ponents to see debate as an inclusive activity in which everyone 
plays a part 

Ends with Earth Reggae & great song: 

*Ewth First! j Don't hesitate No hesitation /Earth First! No Com- 
promise iNo eompmmhmen Earth First! ILwg lm the trees! <;3 
Available from Melbourne RAG for $25 on either PAL 
(Australian & European) or NT$C (US) formats from; 

GPO Box 3217 Melbourne 30G1 Australia 
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Cameroon Rainforests Under Siege 

by Peggy Hallward 

Loans being prepared for the West African Republic of Cameroon will open the 
floodgates to exploitation of the country's remaining rainforests. 



Cameroon's ancient forests are among the most 
diverse in the world. They contain a rich variety of 
plant and animal species, and are also the home of 
Pygmy peoples whose survival and cultural identity 
are intertwined with their environment. 

"In 15 years Cameroon has destroyed 
half its tropical forests" 

Logging, which began on a commercial scale about 
15 years ago, has devoured nearly half the 
country's tropical forests, notably on the coastal 
and central regions. In the south, primary rain- 
forests are still relatively intact. If the government 
secures loans from the two banks, Cameroon's rain- 
forests will disappear. 

Desperate for foreign exchange, Cameroon is look- 
ing to its untapped southern rainforests. It has a 
blueprint to "develop" these forests for logging and 
agriculture under the label of "sustainable manage- 
ment" and forest production. The blueprint is, in ef- 
fect, a logging plan - it sets aside less than 10% of 
the forest for conservation. 

"..a 600km highway would be built 
through the remaining forest" 

The government proposal predicts Cameroon 
could be "the most important African exporter of 
forestry-based products from the start of the 21st 
century." To achieve this, a 600-kilometre highway 
would be built through the heart of the remaining 
primary rainforest. But history has shown that com- 
mercial-scale logging of tropical rainforests is not 
sustainable, leads to mass deforestation and opens 
up the rainforest to colonisation and cultivation. 

About 50,000 Pygmies live in the primary rain- 
forests in Camer oon's southern region, along with 
numerous elephants, gorillas and other large mam- 
mals. The Baka Pygmies, who inhabit the south- 
east, are a semi-nomadic people who spend the 
rainy season in the forests. In the dry season, they 
return to their villages. 

"If Pygmies had secure ownership, the 
forests would be safe." 

The Bakola Pygmies live in the south-western and 
coastal reg ions. Pressures from farming, logging 
concessions and palm oil plantations are forcing 
them from their traditional homes into shacks in 
the logging towns. 



They are unable to win title to land they have oc- 
cupied for thousands of years. The law requires 
that forest land be converted to agricultural land in 
order to get title. 

The World Bank is preparing a US $30 milli on 
Forestry and Environment loan for Cameroon, 
primarily for infrastructure to permit commer cial 
logging in 3.5 million hectares of rainforest. 

While this loan will serve, in part, to protect two 
existing wildlife reserves and create three new 
parks, it will still spell doom for the Pygmies. 
Came roon permits no human habitation in its 
parks. Considering that the Pygmies have lived in 
harmony with the forests since time immemorial, 
parks are the wrong solution. If the Pygmies had 
secure land-ownership, the rainforest would be 
safe from colonists and loggers. 

"..50,000 Pygmies live in the remaining 
primary forest." 

The African Development Bank (AfDB) is prepar- 
ing even bigger loans to help Cameroon devour its 
rainforests. A $ 65 mill, loan, most likely for planta- 
tions, sawmills and wood processing plants, plus a 
$ 135 mill, transportation sector loan, mostly for 
roads in the southern rainforests, are in the works. 
If the World Bank loan goes through, then so will 
the two AfDB loans. These loans must be stopped 
before they prove fatal to Cameroon's forests and 
forest dwellers. 



What You Can Do 



Write to Barber Conable, President, The World 
Bank, 1818 H St, NW Washington DC, 20433 USA. 
and Mr. Wilson, Alternate Director for Australia, 
The World Bank, (same address). Use points 
from the above article and call on the Bank to ob- 
serve its own environmnetal guidelines. (Source: 
Earth Island Journal, Winter 1991, International In- 
stitute for Environment and Development, Univ. of 
East Anglia.) 
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The Effects of Rainforest Destruction 

"The immediate and long-term consequences of global deforestation threaten the very sur- 
vival of life as we know it on earth. Indeed, the scale of deforestation and its impact now 

represent one of the gravest emergencies ever to face the human race." - 
from "An emergency Call to Action for the Forests and Their Peoples" by the World 

Rainforest Movement 



Lo ss of Biodiversity 

Tropical deforestation is causing 
a loss of biodiversity on an un- 
precedented scale. In the last 
decade 110 million hectares of 
rainforest disappeared taking 
with them countless species of 
plants and animals. This has 
been likened by Anne and Paul 
Ehrlich to an aeroplane losing 
the rivets which keep it together. 
No one knows how many rivets 
the plane can lose before it falls 
apart. 

Tropical moist forests contain 
50-90% of all plant and animal 
species (Erwin 1983, Wilson 
1988). Their destruction is not 
only causing the loss of in- 
dividual life forms, but also the 
alteration and annihilation of en- 
tire evolutionary processes (Sioli 
1986, Myers 1988). The basis for 
the development of new life 
forms is being depleted so 
seriously that geneticists believe 
that the current mass extinctions 
mean not only the death of 
species, but also an end to their 
birth (Soule and Wilcox 1980). 

In tropical rainforest, the num- 
ber of individuals of each 
species per unit area tends to be 
low, but the total number of 
species can be enormous. On 
average, ten hectares of lowland 
tropical rainforest in South 
America will contain more tree 
species than the whole of North 
America (Wilson 1988). Inevitab- 
ly, any large-scale hydroelectric 
or agricultural project which 
destroys rainforest will lead to 
the extinction of hundreds of 
species. 

Primary rainforests have con- 
siderable and lasting economic 
potential as a storehouse of 




drugs useful in modern 
medicine (Wilson 1988). The 
economic benefits from rain- 
forest genetic material have 
been left out of the cost/benefit 
anaylsis of development projects 
affecting rainforests, although 
the extinction of a single plant 
species with genes that could be 
used in an agricultural crop may 
well represent a loss of billions 
of dollars (Myers 1985). 

The Destruction of 
Forest-Based 
Societies 

Most of the native societies of 
the rainforest have already been 
destroyed. (Devivere 1984). In 
Brazil alone, 87 Indian tribes 
were wiped out in the first half 
of this century (Caufield 1984). 
In Irian Jaya, the military killed 
up to 150,000 tribal people 
under the guise of counter-insur- 
gency measures (Budiardjo 
1989). 

More than a thousand rainforest 



cultures still exist. Nearly all are 
in conflict with the development 
strategies of the dominant social 
classes and international 
development agencies that have 
taken control of their lands and 
who consistently ignore the 
basic rights and often even the 
very existence of these peoples 
(Colchester 1988). 

Land Degradation 
and Soil Erosion 

On a global level, the amount of 
soil loss due to deforestation is 
staggering, and tropical soils are 
particularly vulnerable. 

In tropical forests, most of the 
nutrients are contained in the 
vegetation rather than the soil. 
Once the forests are cleared, es- 
sential nutrients are swiftly 
washed away, and as much half 
of the soil's organic content will 
be lost within three years after 
clearing. (World Rainforest 
Movement 1990). 

Most of the deforestation which 
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results in such land degradation 
is caused by logging and clear- 
ing for agriculture. Agricultural 
clearance is undertaken either 
for cash crops or by small-scale 
farmers who have been forced 
off their land by plantations, 
dams, mining projects or other 
development schemes. 

Floods and Drought 

In January 1989, the Thai 
Government banned rainforest 
logging, following severe flood- 
ing and mudslides caused by 
deforestation. Tropical defores- 
tation dramatically increases run- 
off from rainfall. According to 
the Independent Commission on 
International Humanitarian Is- 
sues, the number of people af- 
fected by flooding trebled be- 
tween 1960 and 1980. Between 
1964 and 1982, flooding killed 
80,000 people and affected 221 
million more. 

By diminishing the ability of 
soils to retain water, deforesta- 
tion reduces the amount of rain- 
fall replenishing local streams 
and rivers throughout the year. 
This results in the "flood- 
drought" cycle, with massive 
floods followed by droughts. 
(World Rainforest Movement 
1990) 

Climatic Disruption 



The ecological services which 
provide for the life of the forest 
are only just beginning to be 
given a value in- the equations of 
developed societies. Throughout 
the tropics, rainforests act as 
giant reservoirs of moisture and 
warmth, releasing water 
throughout the year as the 
perennial streams and rivers 
that support the lives of billions 
of people, meeting the needs of 
40 per cent of the farmers in the 
Third World (Myers 1985). 

Rainforests generate local and 
global rainfall, receiving 50% of 
all the rain which falls on land. 
Nobody knows how much 
primary or secondary rainforest 



must be preserved to ensure the 
continuity of their climatic 
I cycles. Current changes in the 
weather patterns of the Ivory 
Coast and the once forested 
coastal areas of south east Brazil 
suggest that tropical deforesta- 
tion is leading to disastrous 
climatic disturbances (Oberndor- 
fer 1988). 

Worsening of the 
Greenhouse Effect 

The conversion of carbon to 
carbon dioxide, whether it oc- 
curs through burning of 
I trees or their natural decomposi- 
tion, increases the quantity of 
Greenhouse gases in the atmos- 
phere. In 1989, the burning in 
the Amazon alone contributed 
an estimated 10% of the C02 
added to the atmosphere from 
human sources. 

Increasing 
Impoverishment 
and Famine 

The value of rainforest goods 
and services to local human 
populations is usually ignored in 
the economic analyses that 
development decisions are 
based on. In many tropical 
countries major sections of the 
population depend directly on 
intact rainforests for their daily 
needs (Repetto 1988). The 
people of Papua New Guinea, 
for instance, obtain 60 per cent 
of their animal protein from rain- 
forest areas (Caufield 1984). In 
large regions of West Africa, 
until recently people met 70 per 
cent of their animal protein 
needs from rainforests until 
their forests were destroyed by 
the establishment of export plan- 
tations and timber industry 
(Martin 1985). 
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Hawaii: Geothermal Struggle Continues 

Two private companies, Ormat and True Geothermal are developing geothermal power 
plants on Big Island, Hawaii by drilling into the world's most active volcano. The struggle 

to stop them is far from over. - 
a^iilA^V Direct Action Needed 




Tapping a Volcano, 
Invading a Rainforest 

In 1989, a road was pushed into 
the Wao Kele O Puna rain- 
forest, an area clear felled, four 
wells drilled into the ground, 
and a power plant built. 

Hydrogen sulphide fumes have 
escaped, earthquakes have en- 
dangered all the installations, 
people were injured and resi- 
dents evacuated. Despite a 
government a propaganda cam- 
paign, opposition has grown. In 
March 1990, 2,000 people op- 
posed the project in the largest 
rainforest demonstration ever 
held in the US, with 141 arrests. 

Conservationists have allied with 
indigenous Hawaiian groups, 
biologists, laywers, local resi- 
dents and energy experts. 

The Case Against the 
Project: 

It destroys the largest lowland 
tropical rainforest in Hawaii, vio- 
lates native religious beliefs and 
gathering rights and is based on 
an unjust land swap, (logged 
land and barren lava fields for 



the pristine Wao Kele O Puna 
rainforest). Emissions of 
hydrogen sulphide threaten resi- 
dents' health and toxic waste 
will pollute land and water. 

The sites are prone to 
earthquakes and new lava flows, 
making the permanent sealing of 
the high pressure vents unlikely. 

The energy needs of Hawaii 
could be met more cheaply than 
the $4bill. cost of the project by- 
increasing efficiency, energy' 
saving programs and investigat- 
ing the use of solar and wind 
power. 

The huge production of energy 
will set the stage for more in- 
dustrialisation, destroying the 
rural lifestyle and lessening at- 
tractiveness to tourists. 

The development violates 
democratic due processes and 
community self-determination. 

Several court cases, each en- 
dangering or at least slowing 
down the project, are in 
progress and vested interests 
among decision makers have 
been uncovered. An EIS now 
has to be completed before 
more federal money goes to the 
project. 
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Visiting Hawaii in March, I 
found myself in a demonstration 
and vigil opposing the project. It 
was backed up by over 50 en- 
vironmental groups. The 
protester's demands were ig- 
nored, leaving direct action as 
the only alternative. Since the 
16th of April the Big Island 
Rainforest Action Group has 
been organizing a blockade. 

llwhat You CanDoll 



Show your opposition by writing 
to: Governor John Waihe'e, 
State Capital Honolulu, HI 

96813 USA 

Support the blockaders by either 
going over there yourself or by 
donating money. Contact: 

Big Island Rainforest Action 
Group P.O. Box 341, Kurtis- 
town, HI 96760 ph: (808) 966- 
7622, 965-9262, 965-8672 

Pele Defense Fund P.O.Box 404, 
Volcano, HI 96785 ph: (808) 935- 

1663 



Stop Press: 
Geothermal Rig 
Explosion 



J 



June 13, 1991 An explosion' at 
the ORMAT drill site, 10 miles 
from the True $itc in the rain- 
forest, left a well venting uncon- 
trolled 80 rodents were 
evacuated. Hydrogen sulfide at 
emergency levels caused 
headaches, vomiting and 
respiratory irritations. The 
company's drilling permit has 
been revoked pending an inves- 
tigation. If the normal trade 
winds return more residents 
may have to be evacuated. 



NEW GUINEA 
New Guinea Island: Ecological Threats 



OK Tedi: Copper and gold 
mine in the Star highlands 
PNG/Irian Jaya border. Tail- 
ings are dumped directly into 
the OK Tedi River. See 
WRR14 



Madang Province: Log- 
ging.Five new timber conces- 
sions, about one -third of 
Madang's original forest. .Ail 
exempted from the 
moratorium on new conces- 
sions, .Ail negotiations have 
had either token or no land- 
owner participation. Will im- 
pact the Sogeram and Ramu 
rivers, marine reefs, erosion & 
siltation. Josephstaal was just 
approved by new Forest Mini- 
ster Genia. 



Manus Island-United Tim- 
bers. Mitsubishi subsidiary. 
Cited in Barnett Inquiry(trans- 
fer pricing). Most landowners 
and Provincial Gov't oppose 
to further cutting. 



Kandrian-Gloucester Project 
Seeking funding through 
Australian Gov't and possibly 
the World Bank. See article 




Bintuni Bay-137,000 ha con- 
cession in West Papua. 57,300 
ha excised from the Bintuni 
Bay Strict Nature Reserve. 
Operated a front company for 
Marubeni from Japan. Home 
to endangered crocodile, sp. 
The most extensive mangrove 
in Indonesia 



Freeport-Copper mine 

operated by US's Freeport 
McMoran, since 1973. 10,000 
ha of tribal land taken. 
600,000 ha removed from the 
Lorenz Nature Reserve. No 
tailings dam. Issue crying out 
for attention. 



April-Salumei, East Sepik 
Province. 500,000 ha of 
lowland rainforest. Sin- 
gaporean company is trying to 
cut a deal with landowners. A 
hot issue over the next year. 




Stettin Bay New Britain.Stet- 
tin Bay Lumber Co., has two 
large timber concessions 
(total near 400,000ha). Named 
in Barnett Inquiry. 



Chevron oil refinery-Lake 
Kutuba. Southern Highlands. 
Scarred by airport and oil 
camp. 200 metres x 100 km 
strip of forest being cut to the 
Gulf of Papua. The largest of 
many oil drilling and explora- 
tion projects. 
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New Guinea: The Song Remains the 
Same, or Does It? 

by Jake Kreillick 

One hundred and forty kilometres north of Australia lies New Guinea, the world's largest 
tropical island. Here, astonishing biodiversity and tribal cultures are struggling for survival 




Encompassing a total area of 
87.8 million hectares (85% 
forested), it contains the finest 
contiguous lowland rainforest 
remaining in the region. 

Papua New Guinea (PNG), the 
eastern half of the island, was 
granted independence from 
Australia in 1975. The western 
part - West Papua or Irian Jaya, 
was annexed by Indonesia in 
1963. 

Setting the Stage: A 
Frenzy of Foreign 
Investment 

New Guinea's evolutionary 
mixing ground of coral reefs, 
coast al mangroves, savannas, 
grasslands, rainforest, montane 
forest and subalpine and alpine 
vegetation has become an 
economic bonanza for multina- 
tional companies and govern- 
ments. As the forests of the 



Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Thailand have over the last 
30 years succumbed to the greed 
and corruption of the timber in- 
dustry, the forests of New 
Guinea have emerged as 
region's least exploited timber 
source. 

Mining continues to expand 
throughout New Guinea as com- 
panies rush to tap copper, gold, 
silver and oil reserves. 

In this context, rainforest 
defenders and indigenous 
people's networks will be hard 
pressed to find a better choice 
than New Guinea for a con- 
certed campaign in the 1990s. 
The unique range of flora and 
fauna and the country's 
predominantly indigenous 
population are in immediate 
jeopardy from the corruption 
ridden timber industry, some 
mining horror stories (Bougain- 
ville Copper, OK Tedi, 
Freeport) and uncontrolled oil 
exploration (Chevron). 



New Guinea's Forests: 
How Much is Left? 

According to WorldWatch's 
State of the World 1991, forest 
cover (refers to tropical moist 
forest only) in PNG was original- 
ly 43 million ha. Current forest 
cover is 36 million ha, of which 
half is undisturbed - 42% of 
original forest cover. These 
figures stand in sharp contrast 
to 1981 FAO statistics and the 
latest governmental assessment, 
both of which estimated that 
PNG contained over 33 million 
ha of virgin forest. 

Judge Thomas Barnett, who 
chaired the Commission of In- 
quiry into Aspects of the Timber 
Industry in Papua New Guinea, 
perhaps the most damning in- 
dictment against the industry 
ever written, challenged the 
legitimacy of the government's 
figures: 

The figures [of the national tim- 
ber resource] in the National Forest in- 
ventory are dangerously unreliablc.In 
so many instances, resource surveys 
were many years out of date, and 
proved to be inaccurate by as much as 
100 percent. (Barnett, Final Report, 
Vol.1, p.88 and p.221) 

The Government has conveninet- 
ly classified 21 million ha. as 
protected forest due to steep 
slopes and 18 million ha as 
productive forest. These figures, 
when compared to Worldwatch 
estimates, provide a grim pic- 
ture; indicating that PNG has al- 
ready degraded or lost much of 
its lowland rain forests. As for 
FAO's decade-old assessment, I 
can only conclude that the agen- 
cy inflated the figures to justify 
increased forestry. Figures for 
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Irian Jaya show that Indonesia 
plans to log 60% of its forest. 

A map of log- 
ging concessions, both active 
and inactive, shows the scale 
projected forestry development 
(See Map), 

Development and 
Ecological Peril 

To assume, as some do, that lit- 
tle environmental degradation 
has taken place in New Guinea 
is to ignore the ecological and 
social abuse perpetrated by mul- 
tinationals over the last 20 years. 

Besides possessing such a rich 
array of cultures, (over 850 dif- 
ferent languages). New Guinea 
has the highest level of species 
endemism in the region. Conse- 
quently, large-scale develop- 
ments are a threat to the people, 
plants and animals, fish and the 
myriad of insectivores. And 
there is no shortage of develop- 
ments. 

Foremost of these is the timber 
industry. In PNG, the findings of 
the Barnett Inquiry, a Commis- 
sion of Inquiry established in 
1987 by then Prime Minister 
Paias Wingti, "...directly chal- 
lenge a number cf myths about 
the tropical timber trade promul- 
gated by the industry, govern- 
ments, organizations such as the 
World Bank and, sadly, some en- 
vironmental groups " says 
George Marshall an environmen- 
talist with a particular interest in 
New Guinea. Given the extent 
of corruption uncovered in the 
report and its damaging implica- 
tions to several members of the 
PNG cabinet, it is not surprising 
the PNG Goverment has sup- 
pressed the findings while con- 
tinuing to allow many of the 
same cavalier companies to 
denude the land, exploit land- 
owners and take their profits 
elsewhere. 

Jant: 17 Years of 
Ecological and Social 
Abuse. 



Jant Ltd. Ply. (Japan & New 
Guinea Timbers), a subsidiary 
of the massive Honshu Paper 
Co., was cited extensively in the 
Barnett Inquiry. Jant, in its 17 
years of woodchipping rain- 
forests in Madang Province, has 
exported 3.2 million cubic 
metres of pulp and destroyed 
60,000 ha of virgin rainforest in 
the Gogol Valley. Jant pays the 
landowners only K1.18 per cubic 
metre (K1.00 = $US1.05) of tim- 
ber while buying approval from 
the PNG government and the 
Madang provincial government 
through lucrative royalties worth 
almost K4 million. 

Up until the infamous Bintuni 
Bay concession in West Papua, 
Jant was the only company in 
the world clearcutting rain- 
forests to make cardboard. In 
the process, Gogol-Naru land- 
owners have been led down the 
road to ruin. Jant and sub- 
sequently other companies have 
succeeded in bribing and mis- 
leading traditional landowners 
(predominantly tribal people) 
despite the fact that landowners 
in PNG own title to their land 
through the national constitution 
which is, along with most of 
PNG environmental laws, quite 
progressive. 

Exploited Landowners 
Blockade Jant 

Last November, Gogol-Naru's 
dissatisfied landowners block- 
aded the roads to Jant's opera- 
tions. Jant and the provin cial 
government in Madang had no 
choice but to negotiate, and they 
conceded K5 million as compen- 
sation for services that Jant had 
failed to provide. They also 
promised to conduct an environ- 
mental impact assessment of the 
area. Six months passed without 
the company or the government 
fulfilling these promises. The 
landowners set up new block- 
ades, closing Jant's operations 
on May 16th. The federal 
government then ordered Jant 
to shut down for two weeks. It 
appears that Jant's days of rape 



and run MAY be over, but Hon- 
shu certainly doesn't want to 
give up such a ready supply of 
discount wood chips. 

Jant Wants More 
Clearcuts 

Jant has only 10,200 ha remain- 
ing from their original Timber 
Rights Purchase (TRP) which, 
at present annual rates of cut- 
ting (3,500 ha), will last three 
more years. New TRPs (i.e. vir- 
gin bush) are essential to the 
company's prosperity. It ap- 
peared, up until the new block- 
ades, that the Jant strategy was 
to tie any compensation claims 
into negotiations for Jant's two 
new timber concessions. The 
areas they want are Biges, 9,000 
ha of land inland from some of 
the most pristine coral reefs in 
the world, and South Naru, 
8,000 ha immediately south of 
their existing TRP. Then- 
strategy may change as the 
Gogol-Naru land owners now 
have more leverage and less will- 
ingness to simply be paid off. 
They want Jant out! 

The Barnett Inquiry and 
Corruption 

To understand how a company 
with a track record like Jant's 
could be allowed to operate, 
one must understand the nature 
of the timber industry in PNG. I 
highly recommend Judge Tos 
Barnett's 5,500 page Report of 
the Commission of Inquiry into 
Aspects of the Timber Industry in 
Papua New Guinea. For those 
unwilling to read the original, an 
excellent summary by George 
Marshall, is available from RIC. 
The following quote highlights 
just how corrupt the timber in- 
dustry is in PNG: 

It would be fair to say, of some of the 
companies, that they are now roaming 
the countryside with the self-assurance 
of robber barons; bribing politicians 
and leaders, creating social dishar- 
mony and ignoring laws in order to 
gain access to, rip out, and export the 
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last remnants of the province's valuable 
timber. 

These companies are fooling the land- 
owners and making use of corrupt, gul- 
lible and unthinking politicians, it 
downgrades Papua New Guinea's 
sovereign status that such rapacious 
foreign exploitation has been allowed 

to continue with such devastating ef- 
fects to the social and physical environ- 
ment, and with so few positive benefits. 

It is doubly outrageous that these 
foreign companies have then trans- 
ferred offshore secret and illegal funds 
at the expense of the landowners and 
the PNG Government. (Commission of 
Inquiry Interim Report No 4 Vol 1 p 
85) 

This is exemplified by the situa- 
tion on the island of New 
Ireland where Franci and 
Michael Sia, operating through 
their companies Santa Invest- 
ments and the Malaysian Over- 
seas Investment Corporation, 
bribed Members of Parliament, 
most notably former New 
Ireland Premier Robert Seeto. 

Transfer Pricing: Duping 
the Government 

The mechanism used by com- 
panies to reap huge profits 
while, on the books, recording 
losses, is called transfer pricing. 
The trick is to understate the 
sale price of the timber, and 
then simply deposit the dif- 
ference in a tax haven. Thus, 
companies reduce the costs as- 
sociated with royalties and ex- 
port duties owed to the PNG 
Government. In the process, 
they record no profits, which 
means they pay no company tax 
either. According to J.K. Jack- 
son, "Despite the flourishing tim- 
ber trade, it was not until 1986 
that any logging company 
declared a profit in PNG." 
Transfer pricing cost PNG close 
to US$32 million in 1986-87, 
amounting to 15% of total 
foreign currency earnings from 
the timber industry. 



TFAP Farce 



A new arena for timber industry 
corruption in PNG is the Nation- 
al Forestry Action Plan, the 
product of last year's TFAP 
Roundtable in Port Morseby. 
The World Bank which con- 
vened the meeting failed to men- 
tion any of Barnett's findings of 
political corruption. Calling for 
reform, the Bank blindly 
stressed departmental restructur- 
ing and stronger legislation, and 
had the audacity (or was it 
stupidity?) to propose a "sus- 
tainable yield" level 2.5 times 
higher than the current overcut- 
ting. 

Phoney Moratorium 

Perhaps the issue most impor- 
tant to the future of PNG's 
forests came out of the TFAP 
meeting when Karl Stack, the 
now axed Minister of Forests, 
announced a two year mora- 
torium, effective as of July 1990. 
on the government's issuance of 
new timber permits. In the 11 
months since the moratorium 
came into effect, the Dept. of 
Forests has exempted virtually 
every timber concession in the 
country from the phoney 
moratorium. In Madang 
Province alone, 233,000 hectares 
have been granted in conessions: 

1) Joshephstaal: 100,000 ha. 
Granted to Kosmos Resources, 
a South Korean company un- 
registered in PNG during the 
original negotiations, which oc- 
curred the day before the 
moratorium went into effect and 
took place with no landowner 
participation. The Provincial 
government signed as "trustees" 
on the landowner's behalf. One- 
third of Josephstaal's volume 
will be woodchipped for paper. 

2 ) Rjd „.jCqast: 60,000 ha of 
lowland rainforest, unique in 
that the forest ends where the 
ocean begins. This is one of the 
few coastal areas in Madang 
that has not been ravaged by tim- 
ber corporations. Its TRP was 



granted to a Singaporean com- 
pany, Saban Pty.Ltd., part of the 
same management group respon- 
sible for three operations which 
are currently suspended. 

3) Sogeram: 56,000 hectares en- 
compassing the Sogeram river 
drain age and the Middle Ramu 
river basin. This project, like 
Rai Coast, violates the aims of 
the original moratorium. It 
missed the deadline and con- 
tinued to allow timber raiders 
an open invitation to cut and 
run. Sogeram's TRP was 
granted to the Sogeram Develop- 
ment Corp., a landowner group 
that has signed a logging and 
marketing agreement with 
Madang Timbers, financially in- 
solvent until recently bought by 
their former owners, Gasmata 
Resources, the same company 
who drove them to bankruptcy. 

4) Big es and South Naru : 9,000 
and 8,000 hectares respectively. 
Both are J ant extensions and 
currently under negotiation. 

Elsewhere the moratorium was 
no more effective. A Sin- 
gaporean company, April River 
Salume Timber is after the 
500,000 ha April-Salumi conces- 
sion in East Sepik Province. 

At the outset of the moratorium, 
Stack and the Cabinet exempted 
five concessions: Josephstaal, 
Cromwell, Collingwood Bay, 
Arawe and April-Salumi. Stack 
subsequently approved at least 
eight new timber permits totall- 
ing 400,000 hectares under the 
pretext that they were "in the 
pipeline" before the moratorium 
was imposed. 
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PACIFIC ECOFORESTRY UPDATE: 



Saving Rainforests from the Multinationals 

M / have worked as afulltime volunteer for the conservation of rainforests since 1979. In 

all that time, the projects described here and RICs project in Ecuador (see story this 
issue), working in partnership with indigenous communities to protect ecology and culture 
are the most inspiring and hopeful developments I've come across anywhere." 

by John Seed 
carry it to the felled tree where 
it is assembled and used to mill 
the timber. 



In WRR17 (Nov 1990), I 
described the possibility of 
protecting 50,000 ha of primary 
rainforest in Morobe Province, 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) by 
raising $60,000 to buy the tradi- 
tional owners, the Zia tribe, 
three portable sawmills 
(wokabout somil in Pijin) and a 
barge to get their timber to Lae. 

"..the villagers would 
receive more than 100 
times as much for each tree 
felled than they were to 
receive from PNG Forest 
Products." 

At that time that a team from 
RIC, working with AFSP 
(Australian Foundation for the 
People's of the South Pacific) 
had conducted a 3-month 
ecological audit of Walkabout 
Sawmills (WS) and found that 
the worst of them was better 
than the best large logging com- 
pany with the attendant heavy 
machinery. The WS requires 
nothing more than a few men to 



The UK Ecological Trading 
Company (see WRR 16) had 
agreed to pay a premium price 
for ecologically produced tim- 
ber, meaning that the villagers 
would receive more than 100 
times as much for each tree 
felled than they were to receive 
from PNG Forest Products. 

By the end of 1990 we raised the 
necessary funds through the 
generosity of the Australian 
Council of Churches but also 
with the help of many smaller 
donations - thanks! 

Training and 
Management Plans for 
Wokabout 

Mark Broomhall and Chris Holt 
helped draw up an ecoforestry 
management plan with the Zia 
which allows each of the three 
mills to selectively log about 3ha 
each per year on (we anticipate) 



a 50 year rotation. They trained 
41 men and one woman in sus- 
tainable forest management, 
somii and chainsaw operation 
and maintenance, small business 
administration and timber treat- 
ment, grading, sales and market- 
ing. 

PNG Cabinet Minister at 
Presentation 

On March 15 the PNG Minister 
for Education Utala Sumana 
and local member Tukape 
Masani presided over the the 
ceremony handing over the 
equipment and presenting 
diplomas to the trainees. Tradi- 
tional dancing (sing sing), feast- 
ing, wrestling celebrated the 
launching of the first ecoforestry 
project of its kind in PNG. The 
project is already having far- 
reaching impacts on politicians, 
aid donors and other tropical 
forest countries interested in 
small scale village development. 
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" ...they are one of the first 
communities in the world 
to be practising sustainable 
tropical forestry and wish 
to provide training for 
others."" 

If ecofcrestry projects can 
provide employment for youth, 
economic stability to support the 
ever-growing need for cash in- 
come required for community 
projects (clinics, schools, water 
tanks etc) while sustaining and 
protecting the lowland rain- 
forests in Morobe, then clearly 
they will emerge as an effective 
alternative to large-scale clear- 
felling. 

Another 50,000 hectares 
Saved 

The Zia are refusing the log- 
ging companies access to 
another 50,000 ha, doubling the 
amount of forest protected. 
Also, they are planning accom- 
modation for ecotourists in Bau 
Village. As one of the first com- 
munities in the world to be prac- 
tising sustainable forestry in the 
tropics, they wish to provide 
training for others. 

A neighbouring village presently 
threatened by logging has been 
offerred a loan to buy a WS 
from the proceeds of the Zia's 
timber sales so that they can 
have the same opportunities for 
sustainable logging. 



Ecoforestry in the 
Solomons 

Once again funded by AIDAB, 
Mark is back in the Solomons 
for 2 months with RIC volun- 
teers Penny, Charlie and Jane, 
developing the first ecoforestry 
models and management plans 
there, writing the manuals to ac- 
company all future WS's sold 
training and being trained by 
counterparts in those countries, 
preparing and implementing en- 
vironmental education programs 
and looking for further oppor- 
tunities for rainforest protection. 
They will then spend a month in 
PNG before returning to 
Australia. 

I can think of no better way to 
give readers a feeling for the ex- 
citiement and importance of the 
work that they're doing than to 
transcribe parts of a tape that I 
made with Mark and Penny 
before they left for the 
Solomons in early June (see box). 



What You Can 
Do 



Once again we need your finan- 
cial help. A British Foundation 
has donated a substantial 
amount; the Swedish Green 
Members of Parliament have 
sent us $2000 and there have 
been numerous smaller dona- 
tions. With these we will set up 
a revolving loan fund in the 
Solomons so that communities 
threatened by logging can get 
the same deal as that described 



above except that in future the 
money will be a loan rather than 
a gift. It should take less than 3 
months' profit to repay the loan 
which will then be available to 
another community. We are also 
exploring other, non-timber 
means of sustainable develop- 
ment that can be tied to nature 
conservation in the Solomons, 
PNG and elsewhere. 

In PNG we need money to 
strengthen the Village Develop- 
ment Trust (VDT) in Lae. VDT 
are ultimately the owners of the 
somils and will continue to 
monitor their use after RIC has 
moved to other projects. Com- 
munities who don't stick to the 
management plan could lose 
their WS and also their export 
market. VDT will be responsible 
for WS training, marketing and 
so on. 

We are presently preparing a 
slideshow for education and 
fundraising and this will be avail- 
able to folks who want to help 
tell this story and help support it. 

We are also printing another 
1000 copies of the summary of 
PNG Chief Justice Barnett's 
Report on corruption in the 
PNG timber industry (see 
WRR16 p 23). Half of these will 
be in English, half in Pijin to dis- 
tribute free in PNG and the 
Solomons (available to others 
for $5 from RIC - no overseas 
checks please - send a 
banknote). Its horrendous ac- 
counts of broken promises and 
broken bush will surely inspire 
more communities to look for al- 
ternatives. Lets hope that we are 
ready with the alternatives. 

Please help if you can. 




mi. 
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On the Job for Ecoforestry 

This transcript is from an interview of Gum (Mark Broomhall) and Penny before they 
returned for another 3 months in the front lines in the Solomons and Papua New 

Guinea, 25/5/91: 

after we left the next day, the Al- 
lardyce director rolls up with his 
agreement. He expected to get 
everyone to sign on the dotted 
line so he can move his 
bulldozers in that week and start 
logging. 

But we'd had such a good meet- 
ing that the elders got a petition 
and they all signed it to tell Allar- 
dyce to go and stick his logging 
company up his .... 

And so Allardyce threatened 
them and said: 7 spent $40,000 
on you guys". This is all the crap 
that he told them. He had been 
talking to the elders and the key 
people, meeting them in Honiara, 
accommodating them in high 
class hotels and he said "If you 
go back on the deal, we are going 
to bill you for the money we spent 
on you for the negotiations". And 
the people were going :"Oh if we 
don't sign now we are going to 
have to pay all this money." We 
asked them:"Have you signed any- 
thing?" 

"So, no-one's signed nothing" 

Well tell them to get stuffed. You 
got every right, if you guys signed 
nothing you got nothing to worry 
about" 

So that night we showed the 
videos Earth First and Blowpipes 
and Broken Bush in the same 
courthouse and the little reverend 
Bea asked us to come up the 
other end of Munda and they 
packed them in the Uniting 
Church there. We're about to in- 
troduce Blowpipes and 
Bulldozers and he said: "No, I 
want you to show 'Earth First' 
before the kiddies fall asleep." He 
really liked that one. He made a 
fiery speech, he was really anti big 
companies. So was the Bishop 
Boseto, he's been talking 
wokabout sawmills all over the 
place... 



m 

"The day we arrived at Munda 
[on New Georgia, the largest is- 
land in the Western Province of 
the Solomon Islands] we were ap- 
proached by the local council 
member who'd heard of previous 
RIC ventures with John Seed and 
Andy Frame trekking around, so 
he came to check us out. He 
wanted us to hold a town meeting. 

He'd been lobbying against the 
logging companies trying to warn 
the people and he just thought 
"this is great" that he could use us 
as juice. 

We said: "yeah, no worries. That's 
what we're here for, education". 
So they organised a big meeting 
for a couple of days' time. Next 
day we get in a canoe and we're 
off somewhere else. 

We come back and there's 
hundreds of people in this little 
courthouse, spilling out the win- 
dows. One side of the room is 
pro, the other side is anti-logging. 
We never really knew until 
halfway through the gig. 

I talked for about an hour, and 
George talked for about an hour - 
George Kau our forester counter- 
part in the Solomons - he's a 
great speaker. TJiere was a lot of 



fiery questions, a lot of debate, 
people at each others throats. 

Meanwhile no-one had told us 
that the bloody director of Allar- 
dyce was due to arrive the day 
after our meeting to complete 
negotiations with the villagers on 
this logging concession they've 
been trying to get for 2 years. The 
licence was to log right around 
the back of where we were and 
they thought they had it sewn up. 

They were split down the middle, 
they called it the left and the 
right. The rights wanted and the 
lefts didn't and the rights had 
won. 

One of the main guys there, 
Nathan - he's got a wokabout, he 
got up and made his stand which 
was he'd rather have small scale 
village-based sawmilling than log- 
ging companies. Anyway, I think 
we convinced them the logging 
companies were a rip-off - we 
had the Ombudsman's report on 
the negative effects of logging: silt- 
ing up the rivers, ecology ruined, 
royalty payments, rip-off agree- 
ments etc. Broken promises. At 
the end of the meeting they all 
said it was really good rave. 

Little did we know that an hour 
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International Actions Against Honshu 

On May 1 7, 1991, world wide actions focussed on Honshu Papers 1 7 corrupt years of 
turning PNG rainforest into woodchips. Continued pressure could mean the end for 

JANT, Honshu's PNG subsidiary. 



Tokyo: 



Accompanied by Japanese and 
Australian environmentalists, 
James Jogamup, a Gogol-Naru 
landowner from Papua New 
Guinea (PNG), presented a peti- 
tion to Honshu Directors, 
signed by 2500 out of 3000 
Gogol-Naru residents. It states 
the hardships they face if then- 
trees, water, wildlife, fish, and 
gardens, are destroyed. 

Gogol-Naru landowners are 
demanding that: JANT im- 
mediately stop logging, and turn 
over financial records for the 
past 17 years in order to deter- 
mine the level of transfer pric- 
ing, and that JANT's timber per- 
mit be revoked, allowing the 
landowners to sustainably 
manage the area with portable 
sawmills, and that future 
forestry decisions be made by 
the landowners. 

Honshu executives denied that 
Jant agreed last November to 15 
million Kina compensation to 
the landowners. 

Earlier, James, to the delight of 
the media, toppled a tower of 
cardboard. He explained: 
"These boxes come from my 
people's forests, what an in- 
credible waste." Actions also in- 
volved a 2 metre paper Earth 
which spilled crumpled balls of 
paper onto the pavement. 

In Brisbane, Australia: 

There was "a mild demo with no 
arrests, no media, about as hard- 
hitting as Snow White stoned on 
Woo-Woo, but we did con- 
tribute to the success of the cam- 
paign". (Jake Jagoff). Officials at 
the Japanese Consulate were 
presented with a box of wood- 
chips and a letter listing JANT's 
crimes. The officials said their 
government had no control over 




Japanese Consulate, Brisbane 



Japanese companies overseas, 
and that Japan was at the 
forefront of sustainable forestry. 

Other Actions 

There were also protests in Seat- 
tle and in Port Morseby. PNG. 
where spokesman Mr. Kenae 
Ka'au said The idea is to sup- 
port the landowners in Madang 
and to help stop foreign timber 
companies from destroying our 
resources." 

In Madang itself, 6 members of 
the Gogol-Naru landowner as- 
sociation were arrested on 16th 
of May, the beginning of the 
planned blockade. The Provin- 
cial Police Commander, whose 
authority should have been re- 
quired for the arrests, released 
them immediately and called for 
the State Premier to be held ac- 
countable for interfering with 
the autonomy of the police. 

A sister blockade 

The landowners blockading Jant 
were not alone in their direct ac- 
tion. North Coast and Far North 
Coast landowners in Madang 
simultaneously shut down Gas- 
mata Resources' operations. 




What You Can Do 



If we can keep the pressure on 
the Dept. of Forests and Prime 
j: Rabbie Namiliu during 
the negotiations between the 
federal and provincial govern- 
ments, JANT and the land- 
owners, there's a good chance of 
Jant being ousted from PNG. 
Write or fax the following ad- 
dresses. Communicate your dis- 
gust that woodchipping 60,000 
ha rainforest should take 
precedence over local needs. 
You could also write to the 
Japanese powers-that-be saying 
Jant/Honshu are giving Japan a 
bad name. Lastly, we are raising 
money to assist the Gogol-Naru 
Landowners with legal matters. 
Help would be appreciated. 
Send to RIC: P.O. Box 368; Lis- 
more, NSW 2480 Australia C/O 
Seed or Jagoff 

Prime Minister Rabbie Namaliu P.O. 
Box 6605 Boroko Papua New Guinea 
Fax: 675-27-6629 

Jack Genia Minister of Forests P.O. 
Box 5055 Boroko Papua New Guinea 
Fax: 675-25^433 The Japanese Embas- 
sy P.O. Box 1040 Port Moresby Papua 
New Guinea 

Jant Pty.Ltd. P.O. Box 714 Madang 
Papua New GuineaMr. Andrew Ariak 
Madang Premier P.O. Box 2018 
Madang Papua New Guinea Fax: 675- 
82-3237 
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The Destructive Effect of Australian Aid 

In 1990-91, PNG will receive $322.5 million in Australian "aid". Despite the demonstrated 
concern of Australians for rainforest conservation, much of that money will be funding 
rainforest destruction, unless AIDAB's approach can be changed. PNG has the largest 
intact rainforests in S.E. Asia and the Pacific 



The Kandrian Gloucester 
Project 

One of the projects that is 
emerging as the focus of debate 
between environmentalists and 
AIDAB is the Kandrian- 
Gloucester Integrated Develop- 
ment Project (KGIDP). 

In 1989 the Australian Govern- 
ment was approached by the 
PNG Government to undertake 
a feasibility study on the develop- 
ment of the Kandrian and 
Gloucester districts in West 
New Britain province, two of the 
least developed areas in PNG. 
PNG's request was in line with 
the Australian Gov ernment's 
commitment to provide assis- 
tance to such areas. 

Australian- funded report 
maintains logging and 
palm oil are the only 
alternatives" 

The overall aim is to promote 
the sustainable development of 
the Kandrian and Gloucester dis- 
tricts. One of its principal stated 
aims is to minimize the adverse 
environmental and commercial 
impacts of logging, through as- 
sisting landowner companies in 
their deals with logging contrac- 
tors and raising community 
awareness of the issues sur- 
rounding logging. However, the 
central theme of the proposals 
put forward for appraisal by the 
government relates to the 
development of the tropical 
forest in the Kandrian and 
Gloucester districts. No alterna- 
tives have been offered apart 
from logging and oil palm 
development. 

It is a sad reality that the 



Australian Government funded 
report maintains that logging 
and oil palm are the only 
feasible development options.. 
PNG NGOs believe that if they 
were involved in the develop- 
ment of their country they could 
offer alternative projects such as 
butterfly farming, woodcraft, 
walkabout sawmills and improve- 
ments in subsistence food 
production. NGOs were not in- 
vited to be involved in planning 
for the KGIDP. 

The Melanesian Environment 
Foundation, a reputable PNG 
NGO, believes the KGIDP to be 
seriously flawed. A spokesper- 
son for the group recently com- 
mented," ..(the project) lacks the 
courage to confront the 
problems of large-scale develop- 
ment in Papua New Guinea, 
which ae firmly rooted in the 
corruption and inadequacies of 
both government and industry. 
The burden of its implementa- 
tion falls on the s^ouldeis of the 
very sectors whose conduct has 
been the most reprehensible. It 
offers essentially nothing new to 
challenge the assumptions and 
prejudices that define "develop- 
ment" as unsustainable resource 
exploitation and plantation 
agriculture. "Landowner Aware- 
ness" is reduced to a 
catchphrase with the intention 
of encouraging resource owners 
to make the best of a bad deal. 

" The proposal lacks the 
concern and courage to 
challenge the corrupt status 
giio" 

It lacks the conviction and im- 
agination to bring about mean- 
ingful change in the political and 
administrative problems which 
plague the implementation of all 



planned development projects in 
PNG. No such project has 
brought about meaningful, sus- 
tainable development - not one 
logging project, not one export 
cash crop venture. Assuming the 
proposal's attempt to do this is 
genuine, it will still certainly fail. 
It will be very successful, 
however, in promoting the fur- 
ther destruction of natural 
resources in Papua New Guinea 
in the name of 'development'." 

"Logging is promoted under 

the assumption that 
sustainable yield is possible" 

Logging is promoted under the 
assumption of achieving a sus- 
tainable yield, failing to acknow- 
ledge that there is no example of 
sustainable commercial logging 
in moist tropical forests. Lee Tal- 
bot, a World Bank consultant 
has argued that such logging 
must be recognized as mining, 
not sustaining the basic 
resource. Even the International 
Tropical Timbers Organization, 
an organization created to serve 
the commercial interests of tropi- 
cal timber producing and con- 
suming countries has been 
forced to recognize that negli- 
gible amounts of timber at 
present are from sustainable 
sources. The Australian govern- 
ment considers that the KGIDP 
is an environmentally respon- 
sible project, yet it is embarking 
on a project where timber 
production will continue to be 
from totally unsustainable sour- 
ces. With the current timber in- 
dustry practices in PNG, 
Australia will continue to sup- 
port outright devastation. 

In March this year the RIC, two 
PNG environment groups (Wau 
Ecology Institute and the 
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Melanesian Environment Foun- 
dation) and London RAG sent 
a critique of the Kandrian- 
Gloucester project to AIDAB. 
The response was a beefy 
counter attack from AIDAB's 
consultants on the p roject. 

Kandrian Gloucester 
Project not protecting the 
forests 



So, were you to write to AIDAB 
and call on them to fund 
projects to protect forests and 
not log them, they would probab- 
ly write back and say they are 

doing just that and point to 

the Kandrian-Gloucester. In 
their response to us, they draw 
attention to the fact that the KG 
report states that the project ln- 
cludes;- 

- persuading the landowners 
not to log - finding alternatives 
to logging - uses legal means to 
stop existing projects on environ- 
mental grounds or to force those 
projects to conform to environ- 
mental conditions placed upon 
them. - create reserves, national 
parks or World Heritage Areas - 
improving the quality of the log- 
ging that will continue to occur, 
whether or not there is a project. 
Their whole argument is that as 
the logging WILL occur because 
the people WANT IT, the 
project is in fact responding to a 
situation which will continue 
with or without AIDAB 




Therefore, the next step needed 
is for people to write to AIDAB 
calling on them to fund projects 
to protect forests and pointing 
out that their claim to be al- 
ready doing this in the Kandrian 
Gloucester project is not ac- 
cepted and their timid and half- 
hearted approach is not good 
enough. The project must be put 
on hold until there are full dis- 
cussions with relevant non- 
government communities to 
design and implement programs 



that are environmentally and so- 
cially sowKjl |wnirrrMMt 
ss *^ re WokaboutSj More 

NGO 

^They should be vigorously sup- 
porting wokabout sowmills as an 
alternative to clearfelling. In the 
whole huge Kandrian 
Gloucester Project they only in- 
clude 3 wokabouts as one of the 
alternative project situations. 
* AIDAB proposes to fund the 
Forest Department and provin- 
cial government educate land- 
owners. However since these 
bastions in some cases helped 
create the existing crisis it 
doesn't make sense to only work 
through them. Also, the Madang 
landowners conference (which , 
RIC helped to fund) shows bam 
well PNG NGOs are ahead;- 
doine this type of work. AIDAB 
should be funding PNG NGO s 
(such as Wau Ecology Institute. 
Asples Madang, Village 
Development Trust and others) 
who have shown their ability to 
get people asking fundamental 
questions about the future of 
forests and society to do more 
of this kind of educational work. 
Whilst we recognize that 
AIDAB only works government 
to government, they must ensure 
that NGO projects on land- 
owner awareness are funded 
and that NGOs will be involved 
in teaching the governments of 
PNG and WNB what the people 
need. 

* AIDAB claim that logging is 
going to happen because the 
people "want it" and that they 
are merely helping improve an 
inevitable situation. However, 
blockades in Madang show that 
when informed, people are NOT 
all wanting to log, and Australia 
should make sure that people 
have been FULLY IN- 
FORMED about the alterna- 
tives before accepting that they 
really want logging. 
* The alternatives that AIDAB 
have explored: oil palm develop- 
ment, smallholder cocoa, chili 
and robusta coffee, are unsatis- 



factory. Coffee prices are at an 
all time low and the fund which 
guarantees a basic price to 
producers has collapsed. Oil 
palm, which is being recom- 
mended in the Development 
Project, is also experiencing 
greatly flurtu^«Jgno^^ m;; 
'"When informed, the 
people don't all want 

jsefi— 

We should urge AIDAB to look 
into more alternative projects. 
Tell AIDAB that a new vision is 
needed to find real alternatives 
to the destruction of the biologi- 
cal fabric on which all life 
depends and groups like the 
RIC who have a real commit- 
ment to a sustainable future 
should be funded to fmd such al- 
ternatives. 



■ Tell AIDAB that it is not 
eood enough to tell PNG NGOs 
what's happening and offer 
them involvement and cash once 
the project has been decided. 
They must include NGOs from 
the first stage of feasibility 
studies. 

The interim phase of the 
project, which is gathering data 
on logging contracts and forest 
inventories is about to be 
finished. On June 27th the KG 
is on the AIDAB-NGO meeting 
agenda, so we expect lots more 
movement on this project in the 
coming months and if enough 
people take an interest and let 
AIDAB know they are following 
it, we could see a real 
breakthrough. 
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Conference Opens Eyes to Clearcut 

Destruction 

PNG ngc 's organised a meeting at the site of the JANT clearcut in Madang which 
provided a grim warning to landowners of the dangers of multi-nationals logging. It also 
informed them of alternatives and enabled them to share in the landowner activism 

current in Madang. 
By the Wau Ecology Institute. 



JaNT's Destruction a 
Grim Warning 

From April 19-23, 1991, 200 
North Coast landowners, repre- 
senting over 1,500,000 ha of new 
clearcuts, had an opportunity to 
closely study JANTs Gogol- 
Naru clearcut south of Madang 
town. The meeting had two roles 
- allowing existing operation's 
landowners to share in the ac- 
tivism current in Madang and to 
allow the new project's land- 
owners to see the destruction 
that results from large scale log- 
ging- 

" The challenge was to 
provide the knowledge to 
village people to practise 
wise stewardship. Uiis is 
exactly what occurred." 

Most of PNG is under cus- 
tomary landownership. The chal- 
lenge for local activists was to 
provide the necessary 
knowledge to allow village 
people to practice wise 
stewardship of their forests. This 
is exactly what occurred. They 
saw first hand the practices of 
the multi-nationals; including 
bulldozers totally clearing a 55 
degree slope (by law, the slope 
should 30 deg. or less) and 
bulldozing the trees right to the 
edge, and even into, rivers (by 
law, 50 meters must be lefton 
each side). There was an im- 
mediate realization amongst 
landowners that they all faced 
companies bent on ripping 
profits from the forests as quick- 
ly as possible, with no interest in 
what would come after. This 
new found unity resulted in the 



formation of the "Momase Lan- 
downer Development & Conser- 
vation Trust", a network of land- 
owners that can be provide 
similiar information to villages. 

The meeting included discus- 
sions, theatre, speeches and 
videos of large clearcuts. The 
landowners, representing over 
20 tribes from the rainforests of 
PNG, provided the bulk of the 
input, with testimonials by those 
now experiencing logging flow- 
ing to the landowners consider- 
ing such an option. 

Landowners Shocked at 
Destruction 

Landowners from virgin bush 
spoke with shock at the destruc- 
tion of mangroves and coastal 
fishing where silted rivers spew 
their dirt into the oceans. Never 
had they seen such lifeless land. 
They were dismayed at the 
waste from the multi-national 
operations, with all trees being 
leveled but only premium 
species used and at the effects 
upon the water supply and the 
unfertile gardens resulting in 
poor nutrition for the area's 
people. Many asked why after 
17 years of "development", the 
people did not have permanent 
houses or shoes. Why, they 
asked, had no one from the 
government ever let them know 
any of these things. 

Comments from 
Landowners: 

" I want this kind of workshop to 
be staged again and again in 
other areas." Mr. Yamson 
Simongi 



11 why after 17 years of 
'development] did they not 
have permanent houses or 
shoes? " 

"This conference has made me 
very happy. I did not know most 
of what was shown to me here. 
This will allow me to go back to 
my place and sound a warning." 
(from tok pisin) Mr. Otto Ginai, 
Far North Coast TRP 

"Never before have people 
helped us without asking for 
something in return. It has made 
me think differently by giving 
me new ideas." (from tok pisin) 
Ms. Gina Wali, Rai Coast TRP 

"I want to thank all responsible 
for showing us the wrongs that 
have been done to the Gogol- 
Naru people. We support their 
fight and will not let this happen 
to our big bush." (from tok 
pisin) Mr. Bisombu Egila 

"The highlight was 
information on 
alternatives" 

The highlight for most land- 
owners, was information on al- 
ternative ways for landowners 
to benefit from their forests. 

There emerged the realization 
that though they may not yet 
have the capability to fully 
benefit in a sustainable manner, 
they would never have the 
chance to truly develop if all of 
their resources were stolen. 

We from Wau Ecology Institute 
would like to give special thanks 
to the groups whose finance 
made this meeting possible. 
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vxj_l_^oe: development trust a* 

JL IM F'OJREST' INFORMATION CENTRE 
LETTER OF AGREEMENT 



This is a letter of agreement between RIC/VDT partnership and 
Popoi village. 

'The Wokabaut Somil funded by RIC for Popoi village will remain 
the ultimate property of RIOC/VDT. 

Though Popoi village will not have legal ownership of the 
sawmill unit, it -ill reaain in your possession as long as you 
adhere to this agreement: 

1. That Popoi village does not sign any agreement with 
any logging or aining company to work your land. 

2. Miat the sawmill be used only according to the 
Ecoforestry Management plan to be devised in conjunction 



Em 



3.' That the whole community benefit from the {reject and 
that the profit money be used to fund Village 
development projects such as; Womens groups, Village 
Trade store, Village market, Youth and Culture 
Sports clubs, Church activities etc. yyj 

. for the Earth /tfflft '? ' 



Wokabout Project Agreement: see Ecoforestry article 




Briskim Bush: A video on PNG Deforestation 



A really important video for RAGs and others interested k 
ihe fate of the tropical forest* is Bruklm Bus (Broken Bush), 
This ..taw-long film, produced by the Mdaraesian Environ- 
ment Foundation, tells the awful si Dry of commiiiiides m 
Papua New Guinea exploited and cheated by large logging 
companies who destroy their soil, water, wildlife and culture as 
well as their trees and leave very little in return. The Sim is 
made in Tok Pisin {PNG pqm English) and k available with 
English subtitles* Skilful camerawork and interviewing leave 
the viewer with a sense of horror and outrage as the story uxi- 
folds piece by piece from the mouthy of the human victims, 
The tree victims stand or lie mute in the background. 

Brukim Bus is available for 25 Kma including postage from 
Melaaesian Environment Foundadon Box 4830 Boroko, N€D, 

PNG 
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Ecology as Religion 



by Bob Hunter 

If God was not in the world, then obviously the world was a thing of inferior importance, or of no 
importance at all. Those who were disposed to exploit it were thus free to do so. And this split in 
public attitudes was inevitably mirrored in the lives of indivduals; a man could aspire to Heaven 
with his mind and heart while destroying the earth, and his fellow men, with his hands. - 

-Wendell Berry, A Secular Pilgrimage" 



Some people are un- 
comfortable with the 
use of the word 
"religious" to 
describe the proper 
atitude towards ecol- 
ogy. A better term 
than religious, the ar- 
gument goes, would 
be "worshipful", in 
the sense of valuing 
what one does not 
entirely understand 
or aspiring beyond 
what may be known. 

11 We are 
sucking at 
God's teat. All of us. 
If we abuse it, it will 
shrivel... 11 

Of course, it is impossible not to 
feel at least slightly worshipful in 
any contemplation of Nature. 
And to anyone whose senses 
have opened to the degree that 
the twentieth century permits, 
nature is quite obviously the 
physical totality of God's work. 
As part of it, viewing what is 
Our Self from the individual 
compartments of our little sel- 
ves, we become aware that Na- 
ture is in fact, us. The World is 
our Body. 

Love of Nature, regardless of 
what the romantic humanists 
like to think, is the highest, most 
good love of all. When you love 
a fellow human, you love part of 
Nature. When you love an 
animal, you love another tiny 
fragment of the whole thing. 

But when you love Nature itself, 
you reach for the key that begins 
to unlock the secrets of life. 
Mother Earth is not passive. To 
align oneself with Her energies 




is to liberate, according to your 
strength, the Godhead within 
you, to be lifted into a higher 
state of being. To align yourself 
with Her energies is to liberate 
at the same time, the true 
animal within. In the coming 
together of your animal and 
divine energies, the synapse be- 
tween real and unreal, physical 
and mental, heavenly and earth- 
ly can be bridged. 

"Love of Nature is 
the highest, most 
good love of all" 

In a book called "Through the 
Gates of Gold", Mabel Collins 
has written: This is the secret of 
the old world magicians, who 
have made Nature serve them 
and work miracles every day for 
their convenience." 



Godhead. Therefore, its con- 
templation becomes the stuff 
not just of worship, but of 
religion. 

As on awakens to the realisation 
that one is Nature, one attains a 



It is not enough to feel worship- 
ful toward Nature, one must 
view Nature as a manifested L of Y our own fate and the fate of 



degree of control 
over events both in 
one's immediate 
sphere of existence 
and in the greater 
reality as well. It 
becomes simul- 
taneously possible 
to make sure that 
the apple falls into 
your hand at the 
right moment and 
to assist in the 
process of turning 
the great wheel of 
planetary karma. 

"Treat the 
Earth as you ought 
your own mother. 
More, much more 
than that..." 

The more one learns to love Na- 
ture, the more possible it be- 
comes for Nature to use one's 
life for Her own clearer, greater 
purposes. In the gradual sur- 
render of one's being to the 
Being of the world, one 
paradoxically finds a greater 
sense of individuality. 

It turns out that personality is 
something not so much distilled 
out of a primal essence as it is a 
lower stage in an upward evolu- 
tion of being, which means that 
as you learn to surrender more 
and more of your ego identity to 
the tremendous planetary ener- 
gy surging through you, you can 
can take more and more control 



the world. Of course, it is not 
the small "y" you that shapes 
events, it is the big"Y" You at 
work: Nature. 



25 



"when one learns to 
love Nature, She 
can use one's life 
for Her own clearer, 
greater purposes." 

The best image I can think of to 
describe role of the physical 
earth in our evolution is to call it 
God's teat. We are sucking at it, 
all of us. If we abuse it, it will 
shrivel and give forth no milk, 
and we as a budding collective 
awareness moving out into the 
universe will wither and perish. 
We won't get to grow, fulfill our 
unimaginable purpose. There- 
fore, I see nothing ludicrous 
about kissing the Earth. And I 
see an overriding imperative to 
treat the Earth as you ought to 
your own mother. More. Much 
more than that. 

It is all very well to talk about 
the science of ecology, and sure- 
ly it is a science, but to allow 
science to stake a claim to the 



entire concept is out of the ques- 
tion. That would be like handing 
Christianity over to the account- 
ants. 

.Within the word ecology there 
dwells the key to our relation- 
ship to\within God. just as the 
elusive Unified Field Theory 
pursued by Einstein might have 
produced a central equation 
that would explain all physical 
phenomena, so too ecology con- 
tains the basic Religious Truth 
from which all other religions 
have sprung. 

It is both the most ancient of all 
truths and the newest Perhaps 
it can be approximated by this 
statement: The One and I are 
one. Another useful ecological 
mantra might be: I am the Earth. 

" a useful ecological 
mantra might be: I 
am the Earth ".. 

With practice, it becomes easier 
to allow nature to nudge your 



elbow, to steer you around 
tricky corners, to interact in 
your daily affairs, to both 
protect and punish you. In the 
process you truly live that much 
closer to God. And the test, the 
proof, comes when you find that 
you can, in fact, make miracles 
happen. Little miracles, mostly. 
But every once in a while you 
may even get to fire off a big 
one. 

What else can one say in so 
short a space? What else need 
be said? The coming dark Age 
is purely a homeostatic process - 
fever running its course, an un- 
healthy, sickened system, 
making a desperate effort at 
recovery. We'll be getting back 
what we and our ancestors were 
dishing out for so long. But 
■e a forget that Apocalypse at 
:.re i Revelation, and the 
. : .x:^ apocalypse is no ex- 
ception to the rule. Amen. 

(Source: Environmental Re- 
source Project. P.O. Box 600, 
Bayside, CA 95524, USA.) 



Letters to tSie Editor 



. Dear fU,C/-.- " 

?j^^A'>> : • for . WRR nnmber • 18/ It ; h a fantastic, 
deplorable; informative, shocking, gets-you-fight- 
ing newspapwer which doesn't need any 
editorials. Congratulations. Sincerely Bob 
Bmwtt <3*een Independent, Tasmaaian Par it. 



Dear Sir, 

Than* you fori; pitting an article on Palawan m 
your World Raiii forest Report 17<pp1>16), 
•pr/:the moimst, ; support for conservation is 
wanting in oar Proving *o *t warms our hearts 
to know a great number of people in far away 
'teods do care, 

Palawan is the Phikppmes' last Frontier. 
Presently the fishing, logging and mining (illegal 
and bgal) is booming, A let of outsiders make 
big bucks from our resources yet our people 
remain poor. We need help m many ways* 

Sttt-w$.ii&\ in any manner that is 

within our capabilities. Please bear in mind that 
youy have allies in Pala wan, Philippines/ 



^op*pg lots wouju signup a ■ relationship 

' between us, 

we ' are yours m conservation - : 

Fr. Armando S, Lkisa, Vice Pres,, Haribon 
Palawan, 350 Rizal Ave,, Puerto Princesa City, 
Palawan, Philippines. 

*** 

I write -to. thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for the three copies of the Australian 
Rainforest Memorandum thai you sent to m at 

We would like to be included in your mailing 
list; of the World Rainforest Report and have 
any back issues you can spare since we need 
every bk of" research material we can lay our 
hands on out here,.. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Samuel Japhet Ukpoog, President, Sajju In- 
stitute & Research Foundation, 

Nigeria. 

(Note: See our article on sponsoring World Rain- 
forest Rzjwrt subscriptions Third World environ- 
. ment groups . 
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World Bank: Business as Usual 
Despite the Rhetoric 

The World Bank continues to dispense good old fashioned development regardless of 

newfound environmental rhetoric. 



by Carol Sherman 



Recent Happenings 
at the Bank. 

The Bank has heard advice from 
non-government organizations 
around the world in endless 
meetings and communiques, in- 
stituted a variety of initiatives 
and structural changes and con- 
tinues to draft "environmentally 
sound" new policies. Although 
the Bank seems to be intent on 
trying to get in bed with some 
western environment groups, it 
isn't changing it's top-heavy, un- 
just, environmentally destructive 
approach. In reality, it's business 
as usual. 

A variety of loans for ill-con- 
sidered projects are under dis- 
cussion, and opposition to Bank- 
funded schemes continues 
worldwide. The Bank's new 
forest policy seems set to in- 
crease logging of primary forests 
in some of the world's remaining 
pristine areas. 

Australia has new Executive and 
Alternate Executive Directors. 
Chang Yuel-Lim and Robert 
Carling have been replaced by 
Cosgrove and Wilson (Mr's of 
course). In September, Presi- 
dent Barber Conable will be 
replaced by Lewis Preston, from 
the American Morgan Guaran- 
tee Trust Bank. Bank Check 
magazine says Preston is "the 
Banker's Banker, a man of im- 
peccable credentials among the 
high- level, blue chip, rich get 
richer, supramonetary plains of 
the very elite club of Money 
Centre Banks." So look out! 



Narmada Dam Project 
Under Review 



The Sardar Sarovar dam project 
on the India's Narmada River is 
continuing, but all are awaiting 
the independent impact assess- 
ment which has been backed by 
both NGOs and Executive Direc- 
tors at the Bank. It could recom- 
mend an end to project funding 
if it finds violations of Bank 
policy. They won't be hard to 
find. There are mountains of 
evidence of dire environmental 
consequences and the problems 
with the resettlement of the 
100,000 people. The review team 
will report directly to Barber 
Conable. It is unlikely that 
NGOs will have access to it 

Police Arrest 
Peaceful 
Demonstrators at 
the Icha Dam Site, 
India. 

The Public Interest Research 
Group in Delhi confirms that un- 



rest at the site of the Icha dam, 
part of the World Bank funded 
Subarnarekha Multipurpose 
Project, is growing after the ar- 
rest of social activist Kumar 
Chandra Mardi and 450 tribal 
people earlier this year. This 
joint venture between the Bank 
and the state government of 
Bihar has led to growing unrest 
and continued protest. The con- 
struction of yet another large- 
scale dam in India is fraught 
with the same problems as 
other Bank funded schemes. 

Nearly 30,000 people will be dis- 
placed by this dam. Most ous- 
tees belong to the Ho tribe and 
over 61 villages will be severely 
affected. So far, the project 
authorities have failed to deliver 
any rehabilitation plans to reset- 
tle the displaced people, yet 
notification for the acquisition 
of their land is already proceed- 
ing and only cash compensation 
is being offered. 

Protestors arrested on April 9th 
at a peaceful sit-in had not been 
released by mid-May. Massive 
meetings are now being or- 
ganized to protest the arrests 



Funds Needed for Aid Campaign- 




Carol Sherman, author of Imide the World Bank <& coor- 
dinator RIC's World Bank Campaign for a number of 
years, needs funding for her campaign to reform the 
World Bank and AJDAB. If you Can help, please contact 
us. See "Donations, back page, and WRR18 for info on 
Carol's work. 
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and police harassment. A variety 
of Indian groups are calling for 
construction to be stopped. As 
in the case of so many World 
Bank projects involving forced 
resettlement, the displaced are 
not considered. Opponents are 
calling for: 

* a comprehensive rehabilita- 
tion plan; 

* a complete review of the 
project's social, economic and 
environmental aspects; 

* information about the project 
and subsequent displacement to 
be available available to all and; 
* dialogue with affected people 
and their representatives. 

Write to the Bank to stop funding 
the project until these conditions 
are met. 

Opposition to Pak 
Mool Dam, Thailand. 

Martial Law is silencing the 
voice of the Thai people as 
political gatherings of more than 
five people are prohibited. 

Although more than 12,000 
people from the dam area are 
opposed to the project, the 
World Bank is considering a 
loan for the Pak Mool 
hydroelectric project in Ubon 
Ratchathani province, Northeast 
Thailand. The Electricity 
Generating Authority of 
Thailand (EGAT), has com- 
menced construction without ad- 
dressing problems 3e3 such as 
resettlement and access to infor- 
mation for local people. It has 
not obtained the necessary legal 
authority to expropriate land 
within the National Park where 
work is continuing. 

Compensation offers are based 
on an official estimate that 262 
families that will need to be 
evacuated. But villagers estimate 
that over 3,400 families will be 
affected by the reservoir. EGAT 
has allegedly told locals to move 
now or risk not getting any com- 
pensation. Yet villagers have not 
got any information from EGAT 



concerning the resettlement 
plans or the environmental im- 
pacts of the project. 

EGAT has also been caught 
lying. It claimied that Bt 7 mil- 
lion compensation has been paid 
to 12 local families who had to 
be moved to facilitate construc- 
tion when only Bt 2 million was 
paid to six families. The World 
Bank knows that corruption and 
secrecy are trademarks of many 
of the agencies earning out dam 
construction in Thailand. It is in- 
appropriate for the Bank to con- 
sider loans for projects which 
will be implemented by agencies 
such as EGAT, whose record is 
consistently abysmal. The Bank 
must also heed the local in- 
habitants who are totally op- 
posed to the project. Surely the 
Bank has learned from some of 
its mistakes?? 

Write to the Bank urging that no 
loan support be given for this 
project . 

Forest Policy Falls 
Short Once Again 

A comprehensive critique of the 
Bank's Draft Forest Policy by 
Korinna Horta and Bruce Rich 
of the Environmental Defence 
Fund, Washington DC. was 
presented on May 31st to all the 
Executive Directors at the Bank. 
Signed by a large cross-section 
of international organizations, it 
urged the directors to recom- 
mend the rewriting of the draft 
and freeze all forestry sector 
lending until a new policy is in 
place. 

The latest draft incorporated 
much ecologically oriented lan- 
guage, and environmentally and 
socially sound statements regard- 
ing the need to protect forests. 
However, in its current form the 
policy is riddled with inconsisten- 
cies, vague language and flawed 
assumptions, which contradict 
or render meaningless many of 
the sound statements. The draft 
is therefore inappropriate for es- 



tablishing criteria for prospec- 
tive Bank operations. 

Although the Forest policy has 
been discussed with NGOs, each 
draft continues to be totally un- 
acceptable. From the outset, the 
draft Policy pits conservation of 
rainforests against economic 
development instead of recogniz- 
ing that the destruction of Tropi- 
cal Moist Forests (TMFs) can 
undermine economic develop- 
ment potential. It refers to 
countries sacrificing develop- 
ment benefits in order to con- 
tribute to global welfare, assum- 
ing it is inevitable that there will 
be a trade-off between 
economic well being and conser- 
vation despite knowing that 
economic benefits, if any, have 
gone to national elites and their 
international counterparts, while 
the social environmental and ul- 
timately economic costs of 
deforestation are being 
shouldered by the impoverished 
majority. 33 Since 1978, when 
the Bank approved it's last 
forest policy, tropical deforesta- 
tion has risen from 112 million 
hectares to over 20 million hec- 
tares a year. If this rate of 
deforestation is to be slowed, it 
is imperative that the Bank une- 
quivocally commits it's opera- 
tions to the conservation of 
forests. 



WHAT YOU CAN 
DO 



For details on any of the above 
write to the Rainforest Informa- 
tion Centre. Write letters of 
protest on any or all of the 
above issues to: Barber Conable, 
President, The World Bank, 
1818 H St, NW Washington DC, 
20433 USA. 

REFS:* Public Interest Research 
Group, India. (Icha Dam) 

* The Ecologist. England. (Pak Mool 
Dam) 

* Bank Check Magazine. USA. 

* Environmental Defense Fund. 
Washington Dc. (draft Forest Policy 
Critique) 
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World Roundup 



Boch Shop Funds 
Rainforest Information 
Centre s Sarawak Mission 

The Body Shop, a worldwide 
network of cosmetics outlets, 
has given substantial funding to 
the Rainforest Information 
Centre's mission to investigate 
the application of permaculture 
techniques for the Penan and 
the establishment of a trading 
network for the sale of Penan 
Handicrafts. 

The Body Shop has for several 
years been generously funding 
rainforest-related projects. The 
British-based company was 
founded in 1974 by Anita Rod- 
dick and now has over 950 out- 
lets in 38 countries. 

The company's operating prin- 
ciples emphasise the promotion 
of health rather than glamour, a 
minimum of hype and packaging 
and the use naturally-based, 
close-to-the-source ingredients 
wherever possible. No products 
or ingredients are tested on 
animals and a refill service is of- 
fered. All products are 
biodegradable; waste is recycled 
and recycled paper is used 
wherever possible. 

The Body Shop buys products 
from Third World countries, 
providing employment and 
trade. The company has estab- 
lished its own Environmental 
Projects Department to take ac- 
tion on a range of issues con- 
nected with the environment, 
and has an ongoing involvement 
with organisatios such as Amnes- 
ty International, Animal Libera- 
tion and the Australian Conser- 
vation Foundation. The Body 
Shop International Pty. Ltd., 2 
Age St., Cheltenham 3192, 
Australia. Ph: 03 5847188. 





Colombian Forest 
Dwellers Terrorised 



Members of the 8,000 strong Ar- 
huaco community, who tradition- 
ally inhabit the almost 200,000 
ha reserve of forested Sierra 
Nevada de Santa Marta moun- 
tains near the Carribbean Coast, 
have been subjected to attacts 
by the Colombian armed forces. 
Last November three male 
leaders of the Arhuaco were kid- 
napped, tortured and murdered. 

The Arhuaco, the Kogi and the 
Arsario Indians have been resist- 
ing the encroachment on their 
land by non-Indians from the 
surround ing lowlands and so 
far have retained a firm hold on 
much of their culture and tradi- 
tions. In 1982 the Arhuaco 
peacefully evicted a Roman 
Catholic mission, which had 
been on their lands since 1916. 

One of the principal leftist guer- 
rilla groups (FARC) moved into 
the area recently. Their 
presence may explain the at- 
tacks as all peasant and Indian 
communities are seen as poten- 
tial collaborators. Wanton 
destruction of the the environ- 
ment of native peoples has often 
been used as a means to control 
and decimate them. Please write 
politely a strong message to Dr. 
Cesar Gaviria (Senor Presi- 
dente, Presidente de la 
Republica, Casa de Narino, Car- 
rera 8 No 7-26, Bogota, Colum- 
bia) Congratulate him on Colom- 
bia's decision last year to give 
half of its Amazon Forest back 
to the Indians who live there 
and urge him to take action to 
protect the Arhuaco. 

Source: Survival International, 
May 1991. RIC Colombia file. 



World Bank to Fund Vast 
West Papua Plantation. 

The World Bank claims to be 
turning green, but its persistence 
in funding destructive projects 
suggests colour blindness. Its 
decision to fund a logging 
project that will destroy an area 
of primal tropical rainforest the 
size of Cyprus and dis- 
enfranchise 15,000 tribespeople 
appears to be in contravention 
of its own environmnetal 
guidelines. 

The giant American company 
Scott Paper initially planned to 
be involved in the project in the 
Digul Valley of West Papua 
(Irian Jaya). When they 
withdrew, the decision was 
hailed as a victory by en- 
vironmnetahsts, who had 
threatened a boycott of Scott's 
products. Scott's former In- 
donesian partner, PT Astra In- 
ternational, now plans to under- 
take the project with Inhutani II, 
the Indonesian Government's 
forestry company. Astra claims 
it will double the original size of 
the plantation to 296,000 hec- 
tares. 

The forest will be replaced by 
eucalyptus plantations and the 
local tribal people ejected from 
their lands. According to 
TAPOL, the Indonesian Human 
rights organisation, the project 
is at odds with the Bank's 
decision to "Green" its lending 
policies. 

Pulp mills in the eucalyptus plan- 
tations are likely to produce 
chlorine and dioxin pollution. A 
study by the World Wide Fund 
for Nature says Indonesia's 
forests will have largely disap- 
peared within 10 years, but in 
Irian Jaya they could last "20 to 
30 years . (Sources: Melbourne Age 
28/4/91, US Rainforest Action Network) 
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Japan Promises Cuts in 
Rainforest Timber Imports 

Speaking at the end of a visit to 
Australia and New Zealand, Mr. 
Motokatsu Watanabe, a senior 
official with the Japanese Mini- 
stry of Foreign Affairs, said that 
Japan would not close its eyes to 
global concerns about rain- 
forests. As the world's largest 
importer of tropical timber, 
Japan has been under pressure 
to curb the activities of its log- 
ging companies in developing 
countries. Mr Watanabe said the 
activities of the 53 companies im- 
porting tropical timber into 
Japan would be monitored. Any 
large increases in imports would 
have to be exlplained. The im- 
ports from Sarawak are to be 
reduced by 15% this year, with 
further reductions planned. The 
activities of Japanese Com- 
panies in PNG will be reviewed, 
according to Mr Watanabe. 

While any reductions in 
Japanese tropical timber im- 
ports are a step in the right 
direction, these announcements 
are unlikely to be met with great 
jubilation by environmentalists. 
With reports of increased log- 
ging in Sarawak, and global 
destruction of rainforests con- 
tinuing at an horrific rate, noth- 
ing short of a complete cessa- 
tion of the trade in non-sus- 
tainably produced tropical tim- 
ber will have a significant effect 
on the situation. (SourcerAAP) 



Vanishing Old Growth 
Temperate Forests on 
Vancou ver Island 

Vancouver Island in Canada's 
British Columbia Province was 
once covered with magnificent 
forests. Today, most are gone. 
Only a few intact watersheds 
remain as small, disconnected 
fragments. 

By the year 2000, with a few tiny 
exceptions, only 2.3% of Van- 
couver Island's old growth 
forests will survive in parks or 
reserves, unless changes are 
made now. Massive logging, 
mostly clearcuts, were respon- 
sible for the destruction of vir- 
tually all of Vancouver Island's 
Douglas Fir and hemlock 
forests. Show your concern by 
writing to: The Hon. Bill van der 
Zalm, Premier, Legislative 
Bldg., Victoria, B.C., V8V 1X4, 

Canada. (Source: Sierra Club of 
Western Canada) 

Rainforests Saved By 
Satellite ? 

According to New Scientist 
magazine, Satellite photos which 
pinpoint fires are helping Brazil 
in its crackdown on illegal burn- 
ing. The burning has lessened by 
25% in 1989. Satellite detection 
plays a large part in "Operation 
Amazonia" which began last 
April. Quick intervention with 
the help of helicopters is said to 
minimise damage. (Source: New 
Scientist, 13 April 1991) 



Waste Not Saw Not 

State of the World 1991, the 
World Watch Institute's Report 
on Progress Toward a Sus- 
tainable Society, contains a chap- 
ter on forestry. "While debate 
rages over how much ancient 
forest to protect," the Report 
says," the last stands are disap- 
pearing." 

If forestry is to become sus- 
tainable, production will have to 
be reduced. The required reduc- 
tion in demand can be achieved 
to a significant extent through 
the "numerous opportunities to 
eliminate wasteful and frivilous 
uses of timber". 

Some of the wasteful practices 

identified; 

* A third of Japan's plywood im- 
ports are used to make 
formwork which is usually dis- 
carded after two or three uses. 

* During the building of the 
average house in Toronto, 
Canada, 845 kg of wood are 
wasted. The US Forest Service 
estimates that the adoption of 
techniques to eliminate unneces- 
sary timber use in conventional 
houses would reduce consump- 
tion by ten per cent. 

* Japanese plywood mills, the 
world's most efficient, convert 
65-70% of raw timber into final 
products. This compares with a 
rate of 50% in other countries, 
where the use of more efficient 
machinery and labour intensive 
practices could reduce waste. 
The US Forest Service predicts 
that market forces will bring 
about a 30% reduction in the 
amount of wood required to 
make a plank of plywood. Policy 
changes would enable this more 
efficient use to be introduced 
much sooner. 

*Paper consumption is the area 
in which the most dramatic 
elimination of waste could be ef- 
fected. 

The Report does not consider 
the economies possible through 
the recycling of timber by 
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demolition yards or the substitu- 
tion of other building materials. 
Despite this, it asserts: "avail- 
able methods of reducing waste 
and increasing recycling and ef- 
ficiency could more than halve 
US wood consumption". 

The Report also calls for an in- 
ternational moratorium on the 
logging of primary forest and 
either abandonment or fun- 
damental overhaul of the Tropi- 
cal Forestry Action Plan. (Source: 
State of the World 1991 Lester Brown 
et al., World Watch Institute) 

Endangered Taiga: 
Siberian "Amazon" 
Threatened 

The world's largest expanse of 
uncut forest - the boreal forests 
of Siberia - are subject to log- 
ging pressures as the Soviet 
Union invites foreign investment 
and joint ventures with 
European, Japanese, Korean, 
and North American timber 
companies. 

Known as "taiga", these forests 
are dominated by a few tree 
species and cover an area twice 
the size of Brazil's Amazon. 
Natural regrowth after clearcut- 
ting takes centuries. Until now 
the harsh conditions have 
prevented major logging. 

Clearcutting would threaten 
animals such as the endangered 
Siberian tiger, of which only 
about 250 survive in the wild. 
Twenty-six cultural groups, with 
a total population of over one 
million, depend on the forest for 
reindeer herding and traditional 
hunting and gathering. 

Hyundai, Inc. of South Korea, 
best known as a car manufac- 
turer, has contracted to log half 
a million acres of the taiga. The 
logging will affect fishing 
grounds, sable and tiger habitat, 
and the indigenous people who 
live in the area. Express your 
concern by writing to the Soviet 
Ministry of Forestry, Moscow, 
and Louisiana-Pacific (Bob 
Spence, President, Jill Mackie, 



Government Affairs Manager, 
Pacific Lumber and Shopping, 
Seattle, Washington), a major 
U.S. logging firm reportedly in- 
terested in importing Siberian 
timber. (Source: US Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network) 

""^ReportUnfa 
Logging with Species 
Extinctions 

A report of a five-year World 
Wide Fund for Nature study, 
tabled at the International Tropi- 
cal Timber Organisation (ITTO) 
meeting in Ecuador this June, 
says the timber industry is "clear- 
ly an important factor" in extinc- 
tions of tree species. The report 
listed 84 tropical timber species 
as extinct or endangered. 340 
commercial species are 
threatened, of which 160 are in 
the Philippines, including 
species sold under familiar trade 
names such as Pacific Maple 
and Meranti. Almost half the 
dipterocarp species, among the 
most important SE Asian timber 
species, are threatened. The 
study supported previous find- 
ings that the tropical timber in- 
dustry is not ecologically sus- 
tainable and that corruption is 
rife in the industry. (Source: wwf 
Australia) 




Ecuador: Threats to Gov't 

Officials Exposed as 
CONOCO plans to Mine 
Huorani Land. 

The Sierra Club and COR- 
DAVI, an Ecuadorian environ- 
mental law firm (Corporacio'n 
de Defensa de la Vida) dis- 
closed evidence today that U.S. 
oil companies may have issued 
threats to government officials 
in Ecuador in order to get an im- 
portant constitutional ruling 
changed. 

Conoco Oil, a subsidiary of the 
Dupont Corporation, is working 
on developing oil leases in and 
near Ecuador's Yasuni National 
Park. The forest there is the 
home territory of the Huaorani 
Indians, whose population is 
rapidly dwindling. The project 
would set a terrible precedent 
for National Parks around the 
world, from the equatorial 
Amazon region to the Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge. 

Yasuni National Park and the 
Huaorani territory are located 
in Ecuador, in the western 
region of the Amazon basin. 
Tropical ecologist, Norman 
Myers considers this region to 
be "surely the richest biotic zone 
on Earth," which "deserves to be 
a global epicenter of biodiver- 
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The Sierra Club and CORD AVI 
submitted a letter to the U.S. 
Department of Justice request- 
ing an investigation of possible 
violations of the U.S. Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act. 

The initial Ecuador ruling had 
ordered protection of Yasuni 
National Park and other nation- 
al parks and similar areas from 
oil development. The Tribunal 
of Constitutional Guarantees of 
Ecuador reversed its decision on 
October 30 1990. One member 
of the Tribunal said that "There 
were threats to paralyze all the 
petroieum investment in the 
country* . . ." 

The U.S. company with the most 
to gain from a changed decision 
was Conoco Oil a subsidiary of 
DuPont Corporation. Conoco 
denies. howe\er. that it exerted 
pressure. 

Source: Redwood Needles, 
Newsletter of the Sierra Club, 
April 1991 



What You Can Do 



Help persuade Dupont and Con- 
oco that the proposed develop- 
ment will destroy human beings 
as well as rain forest. Send your 
letters immediately to Edgar S. 
Woolard, Jr., President and 
CEO, E.I. Dupont de Nemours 
& Co,. Inc., 1007 Market St., 
Wilmington, DE 19898. 



Indonesia: International 
Protest at World Bank 
Dam's Official Opening 

On Saturday 18 May, President 
Suharto officially a World Bank- 
funded dam in Central Java. 
The ceremony at the Kedung 
Ombo dam went ahead despite 
the resistance of hundreds of 
farming families whose demands 
for fair compensation remain un- 
answered. 

The US $281 mill, dam, which is 
also funded by the Japanese Ex- 
port-Import Bank and the In- 
donesian government, has dis- 
placed 27,000 people, many of 
whom were given little choice 
but to leave Java under the 
government's transmigration 
programme. 

Many families simply refused to 
move off the land their families 
had farmed for generations. But 
in January 1989, the dam gates 
were closed. As the water rose 
they were forced to build 
makeshift houses further up the 
slopes of the dam. One of the 
main complaints was inadequate 
compensation. Despite World 
Bank guidelines which say the 
standard of living of persons dis- 
placed in Bank-funded projects 
should be at least as good after 
resettlement as before, neither 
cash compensation, transmigra- 
tion, nor local resettlement in an 





infertile area were adequate. 
Kedung Ombo villagers refused 
en masse to accept the compen- 
sation offered. They were 
threatened by the local 
authorities, who warned they 
would be branded communists 
and ex-political prisoners if they 
continued to reject the compen- 
sation. 

Today the 600 families remain- 
ing in the dam want proper com- 
pensation for their land. Delega- 
tions have travelled to Jakarta to 
protest at Parliament and at the 
World Bank's office, where they 
were told the World Bank 
would pass on their concerns to 
relevant government officials - a 
sorry response from an institu- 
tion which claims to take par- 
ticular care over the environmen- 
tal and social impact of its 
projects. 

The World Bank's failure to 
protect the interests of those af- 
fected by the dam has lead en- 
vironmental and human rights 
organisations register their con- 
cern with Bank officials in 
Washington and Jakarta. 

For more information please con- 
tact TAPOL at 111 Northwood 
Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey 
CR7 8HW, UK Tel: 081 771 
2904 Fax: 081 653 0322. Email: 
gn:tapol 



What You Can Do 



TAPOL urges all concerned or- 
ganisations and individuals to 
write to their government over- 
seas aid representatives. Please 
urge them to raise Kedung 
^> Ombo and press the World 
\V Bank for a just solution for the 
farmers. Letters along the same 
j\ lines should also be addressed 
; Jj to Mr. Jan Pronk, Minister for 
Development Cooperation, c/o 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, PO 
Box 20061, 2500 EB, The 
Hague, Netherlands. 
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Kessi Wilderness 
Threatened 

one of the last forest 
vicerness areas of Finland is lo- 
:±:td in North East corner of 
j:e country. Kessi has for 
;-ousands of years, been a graz- 
ing and wintering land for rein- 
deer, a land of hunters and 
fishers, swans, gooses, elks and 
bears. 

For the last couple of years, log- 
ging and roading have 
threatened the integrity of this 
wilderness and in April this year 
another forest road line was sur- 
veyed. In spite of demonstra- 
tions and protest the bulldozers 
could move in at any time. 



What You Can Do 



Please send a post-card or a fax 
to the Minister of Forestry. 

Mr. Jaakko Piironen PO BOX 
233 00121 HELSINKI FIN- 
LAND FAX: xxx-358-0-6163327 
TELEX: 121132 metsa sf 

for more information contact 
Finnish Association for Nature 
Protection PO BOX 169 00151 
HELSINKI FAX: 358-0-6221815 
greennet: luonto 



The FAO's Plan to Feed 

the World: TFAP 
Coordinator Calls for 
Tropical Deforestation! 

The Ecologist's March/April 
1991 edition focusses on the 
United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation. An ar- 
ticle on the policy document 
"World Agriculture: Towards 
2000" shows that the FAO's 
blueprint to feed the world is 
riddled with contradictions and 
false assumptions. One of its 
main solutions to the problem of 
how to feed the world's growing 
population is to increase the 
amount of land under cultiva- 
tion. Much of the land adapted 
to agriculture in the last 40 years 
has proved to unsuited to per- 
manent farming. Where, then, is 
the extra land to come from? 
"Towards 200" clearly states that 
most of the 83 million ha it 
believes needs to be opened up 
in the next decade should be 
"transferred" from tropical 
forests! The FAO admits that 
this land would be "only mar- 
ginally suitable for annual crop 
production", but maintains that 
ecological disaster could be 
averted bv careful selection and 




clearing of sites. This wishful 
thinking is compounded by the 
failure to mention the forest 
dwelling people who in most 
cases own the land and would 
not be very happy to see it 
cleared. TFAP is also the coor- 
dinating body for the Tropical 
Forestry Action Plan, which for 
some reason has been rather un- 
successful in its stated aim of 
saving tropical forests. 



[WhafYouCan Do|| 



If you know what you can do to 
have any effect on such 
monumental stupidity, please do 
it. 




COSTARICA BANS 
LOGGING: SATELITTES 
TO BE USED FOR 
MONITORING 

Due to the massive deforesta- 
tion of Costa Rica the Govern- 
ment has apparently just put 
into place a moratorium on log- 
ging. Any trucks found with tim- 
ber/logs will have them 
removed. Satellite images will be 
used to monitor the ban. After 
the 1991 forest cover has been 
mapped and analysed, a similar 
analysis of satellite images from 
1979 will be studied. Data from 
the two maps will then be com- 
pared to determine how much 
forest was cut between 1979 and 
1991, information which could 
be translated into an annual 
deforestation rate. The 
availability and relative low cost 
of satellite images means that 
more frequent and accurate as- 
sessments of forest cover can be 
made in the future. (Source: 
The Tico Times / Friday May 
31, 1991) 
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World Rainforest Movement Contacts 



The Rainforest Information Centre is associated 
the World Rainforest Movement (WRM), an 
international network of rainforest groups. 

WRM Coordinator: Martin Khor, Third World 
Network, 87 Cantonment Rd., Penang 10250, 
Malaysia. 

Africa: Simon Muchiru, African NGO Environ- 
mental Network, P.O. 53844, Nairobi, Kenya 

Europe: Marcus Colchester, Cob Cottage, 
Chadlington OX73NA, United Kingdom. Ph: 
60 876691 Fax: 60 876743 Email: GE02:WRM 



North America: Randall Hayes, Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network, Suite A, 301 Broadway, San 
Francisco CA, United States of America. Ph: 
415 3984404 Fax: 415 3982732 Econet: RAIN- 
FOREST 

India: Vandana Shiva, Research Foundation 
for Science Technology and Natural Resource 
Policy, 105 Rajpur Rd., Dehra Dunn, Uttar 
Pradesh 248001, India. 

Japan: JATAN, 7-1-801 Uguisudani-cho, 
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150, Japan. Fax: +81 770 
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Enclosed 's cheque /other for subscription:. 
Sponsored gift sub for the 3rd World ($20) 
A Donation to Permaculture International _ 
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...you need Japan Environment Monitor for: 

Environmental News from Japan...TransIations of articles from 
Japanese environmental journals...Interviews of Japanese people 
in the environmental movement-Articles by Japanese and 
resident foreign writers. ..Monthly Updates on ongoing issues... 
Reproductions of articles and announcements from English- 
language journals 

Annual subscriptions are ¥3,000 or US$20.00. In Japan, send payment through post office transfer account "Kofu 
4-8887" to Nilion Kankyo-hd. From abroad, send a personal check' for US$20.00 to: 1941 Ogden Road, 
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From Grassroots to Forest: Inspiration 

from Brazil 



For six years Pete Webb and Deby Barocas have worked on 
Minas Gerais, Brazilon a shoestring budget The following 

RIC tells their story. 



"We thank you enormously 
for managing to continue 
sending the WRR without 
charge to us". 

For a number of years now, the 
Rainforest Information Centre 
has kept us very well informed 
and incentivated on the work to 
save the world's remaining rain- 
forests. 

We thank you enormously fo 
continuing to send your newslet- 
ter to uslt would be financially 
impossible to maintain contact 
with you, which we consider so 
highly important, many times 
here in Brasil, our first real 
clear cut news of activities 
within this country comes from 
your newsletters. 

"We believe that equally 
important as the fight to 
save rainforests is the 
restoration of damaged 
ecosystems." 

We are responsible for the in- 
crease of an "island" of remain- 
ing subalpine rainforest in tropi- 
cal south eastern Brasil. We 
have been working alone these 
past 6 years to discover/develop 
a way of enhancing native forest 
regeneration., with forest and 
fruiting/edible plant species, 
both native and exotic. 

We believe that beyond the fight 
to save the remaining rainforests 
throughout the world, that equal- 
ly important is a dramatic in- 
crease in the work of recupera- 
tion and restoration of damaged 
and alienated ecosystems. A 
sadly degrading patchwork of na- 
tive forest islands throughout 
the world is being allowed to be 



destroyed by various natural and 
man made elements. 

We have been working with, 
studying and recording in detail 
one such area which includes a 
small rural subsistence com- 
munity of 20 odd households. 
Last year this area was partially 
declared an "ecologic reserve", 
the biggest within this state. We 
have been able over these past 6 
years to see and work with this 
developing system of ecologies 
to the point where we now have 
an active "model" of a series of 
young native forests, implanted 
with various useful plants; basi- 
cally fruits and nuts - but 
vegetables, herbs, and flowers 
too. I believe the techniques we 
have developed can be profitab- 
ly used throughout the world 
where remnant forests still exist. 

"I believe these techniques 

can be profitably used 
throughout the world where 
remnant forests exist." 

We have managed to help 
develop, abandoned pasatures, 
eroded and infested with weeds, 
to the point of young native 
forests capable of producing use- 
ful timber products and edible 
fruits with 5 short years of work. 
It's a bit like forest regeneration 
with many of the principles of 
the permaculture system - more 
based on a botanical under- 
standing of native plant interac- 
tions, (based on insights of 
GoetheO. 

Most times, in the attempt to 
recuperate ecosystems, the 
species considered most noble, 
ie, the native timber trees and 
fruits, are replanted.. From ob- 
servation, this is a simplistic in- 
terpretation of what should ac- 



their reafforestation project in 
extracts from Pete's letter to 

tually be happening. Nature rare- 
ly accepts favourably such im- 
plants at the wrong point of the 
evolutionary flow back into 
ecologic (ecosystem) balance. 
Forest buffer zones and 
degraded forest environments 
need to go through a gradual 
process of recuperation so aas 
to achieve a long lasting effec- 
tiveness. 

"Forestry needs to be as 
flexible as bamboo in a 
breeze."" 

Unfortunately, an ecologic ser- 
iousness does not yet exist in 
Brasil. The hands on approach 
is shunned. The Indians, whom 
we emulate, are dying at a rapid 
rate, and the slave decendants 
are largely interested in a full 
stomach - hence slash and burn. 

Forestry needs to be as flexible 
as bamboo in a breeze in order 
to find its tracks in today's 
world, which loves to nail down 
facts and theories. We consider 
ourselves to be an independent 
agro-forestry research branch. 
We are now seeking to graft our 
branch onto the tree of 
knowledge that grows among 
the concerned world in the hope 
taht we can not only improve 
the quality of life on earth, but 
bring inspiration to others to try 
similar projects, wherever they 
are needeed throughout the. 
planet. 



What You Can Do 




This inspirational project 
needs funds. RIC has donated 
$200. More is needed. Send 
donations (Aust currency) to 
RIC with a note saying it is in- 
tended for the project. See back 
page for donation details. 
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Registered for transmission with Australia Post as a periodical. 
Registration no: NBH 5899. 



The World Rainforest Report is published quarterly by 
The Rainforest Information Centre, P.O. Box 368, Lismore, NSW 2500, Australia. 

Ph: 066 218 205 Fax: 066 222 339. Editor: John Revington. 
The Rainforest Information Centre is a non-profit organisation working nationally 
and internationally to save the world's rainforests. 





The problem of rainforest destruction ranks with global wa* raing 
and the depletion of the earth's ozone layer as one of the greatest 
environmental tragedies facing the earth. The World Rainforest 
Report is read by activists, scientists and the concerned public in 
eighty countries. The next few years provide the last opportunity 
for effective decisions and action to prevent these forests from 

vanishing forever. 






By subscribing tp World Rainforest Report you can stay informed on 
this vital issue and find out how can contribute to the preservation of 

the world's rainforests. 





DONATIONS 

The Rainforest Information needs substantial donations now to pay for materials, 
printing, mailing and administration costs. We depend on the support of people like 
you to play our part in the struggle to prevent the destruction of the world's 

rainforests. 

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATIONS If you want your donation to be tax-deductible, 
send your donation to: The Director, Australian Conservation Foundation, 

340 Gore St., Fitzroy, Vic. 3065 
Stating:" I attach a donation to the Australian Conservation Foundation. I prefer 
that this donation be used for the purposes of the Rainforest Information Centre. I 

understand that this donation is tax-deductible and therefore look forward to 
your receipt." Note; The ACF mails out receipts once a month only. Be sure to include 
your address. Also, write to us at the Rainforest Information Centre, P.O. Box 368, 
Lismore, N.S.W., stating: "I have forwarded today to the Australian Conservation 
Foundation a donation expressing a preference that it be spent for the purposes 
of the Rainforest Information Centre." Give the date and amount of the donation. 
If tax-deductibility is not required, please send your donations directly to: 
The Rainforest Information Centre, P.O. Box 368, Lismore 2480, N.S.W. 



